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As we gather today around the table of the word, we become more than a collection 

of individuals. We have been united to each other in the waters of baptism and 

welcomed by Christ to his holy supper. While some may be strangers to us, we are 

invited to recognize the deep communion we share in Christ Jesus. The liturgy does 

not protect us from others; it teaches us to be a people of hospitality, generous in 

faith, hope, and love. 

 
PRELUDE 
 

Stand 

 
INVOCATION 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

   Amen. 
   

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

 If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  Let us 

confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our 

sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God,   Have mercy on us. 
 

 We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought,  

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved one another in deed and in truth.  In your compassion 

forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our light and 

our truth.  Amen. 
 

 With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, 

forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ. 
 

 Thanks be to God! 
 

Stand 
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OPENING HYMN “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
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Continue the following without interruption.  All sing the Refrain. 
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1. Choir or soloist:  Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has 

freed and united us to be one great people of God.   (brief interlude, then all 

sing the Refrain above) 
 

2. Choir or soloist:  Power and riches, wisdom and might, all honor and glory to 

Christ forever.    (brief interlude, then all sing the Refrain above) 
 

3. Choir or soloist:  For God has come to dwell with us, to make us people of 

God; to make all things new.    (brief interlude, then all sing the Refrain 

above) 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 The Lord be with you.   And also with you.  
 God of love, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 

overcome them; keep us from those things that harm us; and guide us in the way of 

salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen.  
 

Sit 
 

THE LESSONS 
FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

The prophet Ezekiel challenges an old proverb that would see the exile as punishment 
for the sins of the exiles' ancestors. Rather, he says, God insists that individuals are 
responsible for their own sin and their own repentance. 

 

 The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this 

proverb concerning the land of Israel, "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the 

children's teeth are set on edge"? As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no 

more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as 

well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 

   Yet you say, "The way of the Lord is unfair." Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my 

way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from 

their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that 

they have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the 

wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 

their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that 

they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel 

says, "The way of the Lord is unfair." O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not 

your ways that are unfair? 
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   Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, 

says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity 

will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed 

against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O 

house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. 

Turn, then, and live. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON Philippians 2:1-13 

Paul quotes from an early Christian hymn to describe the attitude of humble self-

sacrifice displayed in Christ Jesus. Although Christians may disagree on many things, he 

urges them to be of one mind with regard to emulating Christ's self-giving love. 
 

 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 

sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of 

the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do 

nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than 

yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 

others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

   who, though he was in the form of God, 

      did not regard equality with God 

      as something to be exploited, 

   but emptied himself, 

      taking the form of a slave, 

      being born in human likeness. 

   And being found in human form, 

      he humbled himself 

      and became obedient to the point of death-- 

      even death on a cross. 

   Therefore God also highly exalted him 

      and gave him the name 

      that is above every name, 

   so that at the name of Jesus 

      every knee should bend, 

      in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

   and every tongue should confess 

      that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

      to the glory of God the Father. 

   Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 

presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear 

and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to 

work for his good pleasure. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA  

 

 

 
 

GOSPEL 
 The Holy Gospel according to  Matthew, Chapter 21st, beginning at verse 23.   

  Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
 

Shortly after arriving in Jerusalem, Jesus drives the moneychangers out of the temple, 

heals the sick, and begins teaching there. These activities are challenged by the religious 

leaders who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 
 

 When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came 

to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and 

who gave you this authority?" Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if 

you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did 

the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?" And they argued 

with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not 

believe him?' But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all 

regard John as a prophet." So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to 

them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

   "What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and 

work in the vineyard today.' He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his mind 

and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; 

but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." 

Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into 

the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness 

and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; 

and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
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CREED  

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

MESSAGE “By Whose Authority?” 
 

Stand 

HYMN “Jesus Shall Reign” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 

OFFERTORY SONG    Stand 
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  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 

gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 
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  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION   
  
Stand 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray. We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 

strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love towards one 

another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

 
CLOSING HYMN “Jesus, Name Above All Names” 

 
 

 
POSTLUDE 

 

----- The liturgy is ended; let the service begin ----- 
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Music by Marty Haugen 

Copied and reformatted from Hymnal Supplement 1991  

Copyright © GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago.  Used with permission. 
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 1998 by 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 
Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


