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As November heralds the dying of the landscape in many northern regions, 

the readings and liturgy call us to remember those who have died in Christ. As 

the liturgical year draws to a close, we hear warnings about the end of time, 

stories of crisis and judgment, and parables of loss and death. The Christian 

community speaks honestly about human frailty and mortality. 

   At the same time, we confess our faith in the risen Lord, in the communion 

of saints, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. While we may face 

dying or death with fear, the liturgy calls us to hear the Lord's promise that he is 

with us in life and in death. 

   Christ has claimed us in Holy Baptism. He nourishes us in the Holy 

Communion of his body and blood. He leads us to the new Jerusalem. There we 

shall join all the saints in praise of God, who has turned our graves into the 

doorway to eternal life. 

 

PRELUDE                    Patty Thiele, piano 

 

INVOCATION       
Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

 Amen. 
 

 Today we are celebrating All Saints’ Day, on which we give thanks “for all the 

saints who from their labors rest,” those who have gone before us in faith. By 

definition, a saint is anyone looked on as holy by God, and we who have faith in 

Christ here on earth are already declared by God to be His saints. Indeed, He calls us 

His children. Knowing the eternal “end of the story” gives us hope in our daily walk 

through life. That hope is summarized in today’s short Epistle.   
 

EPITSLE 1 John 3:1-3 

John encourages us to hope in God's love and trust the promise that we shall see 

God's face. 
 

 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of 

God; and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it 

did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has 

not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will 

be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him 

purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

 Confident of salvation, let us confess our sins to our loving, heavenly Father. 

 

 We confess that we have not lived as Your children, Father in 

heaven. In our thinking, speaking, and acting, we have not 

demonstrated to the people around us the kind of love You have 

shown us. Forgive us for these our sins. Open our eyes of faith that 

we may anticipate seeing You in the eternity that awaits us. Then 

move us toward purity of living that will give You the glory each 

day until You return. 

 

 Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, we are God’s children now because 

of the hope God has poured into us. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

Stand 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  
 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.     And also with you.  
 Almighty God, whose people are knit together in one holy Church, the body of 

Christ our Lord: Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and 

commitment, and to know the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who 

love you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

FIRST LESSON  Revelation 7:9-17 

The book of Revelation is written to seven churches in western Asia Minor during a 

time of great oppression (in A.D. 95 or 96). Today's reading provides a response to the 

question asked in 6:17: "Who is able to stand?" The writer responds to the faithful with 

the assurance of God's protection and a vision of eventual victory. 
 

 After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 

count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing 

before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in 

their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

   "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 

Lamb!" 

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four 

living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped 

God, singing, 

   "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

   and thanksgiving and honor 

   and power and might 

   be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 
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   Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in 

white, and where have they come from?" I said to him, "Sir, you are the one 

that knows." Then he said to me, "These are they who have come out of the 

great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood 

of the Lamb. 

   For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

      and worship him day and night within his temple, 

      and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

   They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

      the sun will not strike them, 

      nor any scorching heat; 

   for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,  

      and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

   and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
 

GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in Matthew, chapter 5, beginning at verse 1.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 

 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 

   "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

   "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 

   "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 

   "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled. 

   "Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 

   "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 

   "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 

   "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 

   "Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of 

evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 

great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 

you." 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord.    Praise to You, O Christ. 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

HYMN “Oh, What Their Joy” 
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MESSAGE “The Church’s Family Portrait”   Revelation 7:9-17 
 

HYMN “For All The Saints” 

 
(Pause for the Commemoration of the Faithful Departed) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
  
 8   From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 

     Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

     Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 

     Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Stand 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER    Stand 
 

 Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for al l 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

Stand 

THE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. 

Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our pilgrimage that, on the day of His 

coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of  the 

Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 



13 

CLOSING HYMN “Shall We Gather at the River” 

  

  

 

 

 

 
POSTLUDE   
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Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 

 

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 

2005 by Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” Words: Reginald Heber, Public Domain; Music: John B. Dykes, 

Public Domain.  All Rights Reserved.  CCLI License # 1534397 

“Shall We Gather at the River” Words and Music: Robert Lowry, Public Domain; 

CCLI Song 93731. All Rights Reserved. CCLI License # 1534397 

 

 

Our Confession about Communion 

 
Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 
     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


