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Three sets of meals cluster around the readings today: the meals of Jesus; the 

church's celebration of the holy supper; and the wedding feast of heaven. In each 

meal, the invitation is given to all who hunger for God's love: Come to the 

banquet. Come and feast on the bread of heaven; come and drink God's mercy; 

come and be strengthened for service to the needy.  
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   

Stand 

INVOCATION       
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit . 

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and f rom 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God,  

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, 

and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your 

sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 

  

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

      
 Almighty God, source of every blessing, your generous goodness comes to us 

anew every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, 

give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 25:6-9 
Today's reading begins with a hymn of thanksgiving and concludes with the promise of the 

banquet celebrating the day on which the Lord's sovereignty is fully established. This banquet 

symbolizes not only the establishment of God's reign on earth, it also symbolizes the joy, 

companionship, and prosperity characteristic of God's reign. 
 

 On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 

    a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 

    of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
7 And he will destroy on this mountain 

    the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 

    the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
8     he will swallow up death forever. 

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 

    and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 

    for the Lord has spoken. 
9 It will be said on that day, 

    Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.  

    This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 

    let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND LESSON  Philippians 4:4-7 

Paul's letter to the Philippians is written from prison at a time when the apostle faced 

possible martyrdom. Nevertheless, his words reveal concern for the needs of others and 

convey an attitude of joy, hope, gratitude, and peace. 
 

 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness 

be known to everyone.  The Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, 

but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 

be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, 

will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

 
 

GOSPEL    The Gospel is from Matthew, chapter 22 starting at verse 15.             

Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: “The kingdom of heaven 

may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his 

slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would 

not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: 

Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 

slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ But they made 

light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest 

seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent 

his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his 

slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into 

the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’ Those 

slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both good and 

bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 

“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 

wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 

without a wedding robe?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 

attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where 

there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  For many are called, but few are 

chosen.” 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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Sit 

MESSAGE “In the Worst of Times/Best of Times: Peace” 
Philippians 4:4-7 
 

Stand 

HYMN “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng” 
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CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trust ing in your 

mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-0989 

and following the simple prompts. 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Stand 
 

 Let us pray.  God of wisdom, 

 in your Son Jesus you teach us to love one another and to share 

the gifts of our lives. Receive these gifts in thanksgiving for all you 

have done for us. Bring forth from us a rich yield in lives dedicated 

to your service.  Amen. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 

given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION  
 

Stand 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray.  Lord God, you are the one for whom we have waited. We rejoice 

in your salvation. As you have fed us with the riches of this table, place us again 

in your vineyard to reap the harvest of righteousness; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” 
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POSTLUDE 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 2005 by 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” Words: Omer E. Westendorf © 1964 World Library 

Publications; Music: Public domain . All rights reserved. CCLI Lictense # 1534397. 

 

 
Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         
     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 


