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This day invites the daughters and sons of the Reformation to celebrate the perennial 

source of reform in the church: the Word of God and the sacraments of forgiveness 

and new life. Indeed, when the church welcomes a new member in Holy Baptism or 

gathers around the table of Holy Communion, the Holy Spirit's reforming labor 

continues among us. 

   This is a day to acknowledge that our souls are captive to the Word of God, that 

we share the life of Christ with other Christians through Holy Baptism, and that we 

are urged by the Holy Spirit to pray for the ongoing renewal of the church in our 

day. 

 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

Stand 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 
 

EXHORTATION  

   Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

  who made heaven and earth. 
  

  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

  But with You there is forgiveness. 
  

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 

  O almighty God, merciful Father, 

  I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved 

Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 

for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 

boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be 

gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 
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Stand 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
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GREETING  

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 

KYRIE  

 

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 
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A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   

 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

  The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
  Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your 

faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them in all 

temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the Church your 

saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 
 

Sit 
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FIRST READING Revelation 14:6-7 
 

   Then I saw another angel flying in midheaven, with an eternal gospel to 

proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation and tribe and 

language and people. He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 

for the hour of his judgment has come; and worship him who made heaven 

and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING  Romans 3:19-28 

Martin Luther and other leaders of the Reformation believed the heart of the gospel 

was found in these words of Paul written to the Romans. All people have sinned, but God 

offers forgiveness of sins through Christ Jesus. We are justified, or put right with God, 

through faith in Jesus. 

 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 

under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may 

be held accountable to God. For "no human being will be justified in his sight" 

by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of 

sin. 

   But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 

attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as 

a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward 

as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 

show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 

the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he 

himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.  

   Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by 

faith apart from works prescribed by the law.   
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  The Gospel is written in the 8th chapter of John, beginning at 

verse 31.    Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

True freedom is not related to ethnic distinctions or social class. Only Jesus can free us 

from slavery to sin, and he does this through the truth of the gospel. 

 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, 

you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 

free." They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 

slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?" 

   Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 

to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a 

place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

 
  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

          and born of the virgin Mary. 

     He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
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     He descended into hell. 

     On the third day he rose again. 

     He ascended into heaven, 

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life everlasting. Amen. 
Sit 
 

MESSAGE “Know the Truth” John 8:31-36 
 

Stand 
 

HYMN “Thy Strong Word” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   

 



 
10 

The prayers conclude: 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 

 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

Stand 

  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

PREFACE   

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
SANCTUS   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD   

 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

HYMN “Thy Word is a Lamp” 

 

 



 
13 

Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.   Amen. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS    Song of Simeon, Luke 2:29-32 

 

  Lord, now let your servant go in peace; Your word has been 

fulfilled. My own eyes have seen salvations which You have 

prepared in the sight of every people: A light to reveal You to 

the nations and the glory of Your people Isreael. Glory be to the 

Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray. 

   O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask 

You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

   Amen. 
 

   Go in peace; serve the Lord.   

  Thanks be to God! 
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CLOSING HYMN “Soli Deo Gloria”      

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
POSTLUDE 
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Our Confession about Communion 
 

Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         
     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


