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In today's gospel reading, Jesus tells a parable of the vineyard, an image of Israel, 

the prophets' mission, and Christ's death. For Christians, the vineyard also speaks of 

God's love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the forgiveness of sin. 

Grafted into Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with his blood and drawn 

to each other by his love. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION       
Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God, 

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
 

Stand 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
HYMN “The Church’s One Foundation” 

 
Verse 5 → 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  
 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.     And also with you.  
 Our Lord Jesus, you have endured the doubts and foolish questions of every 

generation. Forgive us for trying to be judge over you, and grant us the confident 

faith to acknowledge you as Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 5:1-7 

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God 

and Israel. Israel is likened to a promising vineyard that now must be destroyed. Despite 

God's loving care, Israel has brought forth "wild grapes" of injustice and distress where 

fine grapes of justice and righteousness were expected. Having failed to uphold the 

covenant, Israel will bear the Lord's judgment. 
 

 Let me sing for my beloved 

   my love-song concerning his vineyard: 

My beloved had a vineyard 

   on a very fertile hill. 

He dug it and cleared it of stones, 

   and planted it with choice vines; 

he built a watchtower in the midst of it, 

   and hewed out a wine vat in it; 

he expected it to yield grapes, 

   but it yielded wild grapes. 

And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 

   and people of Judah, 

judge between me 

   and my vineyard. 

4What more was there to do for my vineyard 
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   that I have not done in it? 

When I expected it to yield grapes, 

   why did it yield wild grapes? 

And now I will tell you 

   what I will do to my vineyard. 

I will remove its hedge, 

   and it shall be devoured; 

I will break down its wall, 

   and it shall be trampled down. 

I will make it a waste; 

   it shall not be pruned or hoed, 

   and it shall be overgrown with briers and thorns; 

I will also command the clouds 

   that they rain no rain upon it. 

For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts 

   is the house of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

   are his pleasant planting; 

he expected justice, 

   but saw bloodshed; 

righteousness, 

   but heard a cry! 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  Philippians 3:4b-14 

Paul has warned the Philippians about Christian leaders who may have impressive 

credentials but do not witness to the gospel of Christ. Now he offers his own list of 

credentials, only to reject them all in favor of what he considers truly significant. 
 

 Paul writes: If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have 

more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the 

tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to 

zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  

   Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of 

Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 

value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss 

of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and 

be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 

sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may 

attain the resurrection from the dead. 

   Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: 
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forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
 

GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in the 21st chapter of Matthew, beginning at 

verse 33.    Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that 

their plans will ironically bring about the fulfillment of scripture. 
 

 Jesus said to the people: "Listen to another parable. There was a landowner 

who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a 

watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the 

harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But 

the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 

Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and they treated them in the same 

way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect my son.' But when 

the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir; come, let us kill 

him and get his inheritance.' So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, 

and killed him. Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 

those tenants?" They said to him, "He will put those wretches to a miserable death, 

and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at the 

harvest time." 

   Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the scriptures: 

   'The stone that the builders rejected 

      has become the cornerstone; 

   this was the Lord's doing, 

      and it is amazing in our eyes'? 

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given 

to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this 

stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls." 

   When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 

was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 

because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CREED 

  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

MESSAGE “Paul Teaches Us How to Count” 
 

Stand 

HYMN “When I Survey the Wonderous Cross” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
  
 

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER    Stand 
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 Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  
 

  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for  all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

Stand 

THE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. 

Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our pilgrimage that, on the day of His 

coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 

 

 
POSTLUDE 
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_____________________________________________________ 

 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 

2005 by Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“Go, My Children, With My Blessing” Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda ©1983 Concordia 

Publishing House; Tune: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net A-703166. 

 

 
Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         
     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


