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In a world marked by much suspicion and back-biting, those who offer 

encouragement, trust, and hope are like an oasis of green-growing life. In a world 

wounded by rugged individualism, cutthroat competition, and much greed, the Holy 

Spirit blesses each Christian with the ability to use one's gifts for the greater and 

common good, to build up the body of Christ, and to serve those who suffer injustice. 

   The gospel reading for this day encourages us to use our God-given talents wisely 

while we still have time to do so. We do not know the hour of the Lord's final advent 

among us. But we do know that we have been formed into a body of servants who live 

according to the light of faith, nourished by word and sacrament, eager to share the 

riches of God's love with all in need. 
 

PRELUDE   
 

Stand 

INVOCATION      
 In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

 Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations. 

   You have been our good and faithful Master. 

 

 You have poured out blessings upon us. 

   You have given us all we need to support this body and life. 
 

 We meditate on all that You have done. 

   We ponder the work of Your hands. 
 

 On account of Your name, O Lord, preserve our lives. 

   In Your righteousness, bring us out of trouble. 
 

Kneel/remain standing 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

 Indeed, our heavenly Father has done wonderful things for us. He has given 

us more than we could ever ask for or imagine. Yet, there have been times 

when we have been ungrateful for God’s gifts, times when we have been 

lazy and selfish with what He has given us, times when we have been 

unfaithful servants. Yet, our heavenly Father invites us to return to Him and 

ask for His forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 
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 Heavenly Father, 

   we confess that we have not been faithful with all of the good 

gifts You have given us. We have sinned in our thoughts, 

words, and actions. We have failed by our inactivity. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, O Lord, that we might be 

restored as Your servants. 
 

 God hears your confession and has promised to be with you always. 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise 

for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

   Amen. 
 

Sit 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN “O Christ the Same”        WOV 778 
 

1 O Christ the same through all our story's pages, 

Our loves and hopes, our failures and our fears; 

Eternal Lord, the King of all the ages, 

Unchanging still, amid the passing years: 

O living Word, the source of all creation, 

Who spread the skies, and set the stars ablaze, 

O Christ the same, who wrought man's whole salvation, 

We bring our thanks for all our yesterdays. 

 

2 O Christ the same, the friend of sinners, sharing 

Our inmost thoughts, the secrets none can hide, 

Still as of old upon your body bearing 

The marks of love, in triumph glorified: 

O Son of Man, who stooped for us from heaven, 

O Prince of life, in all your saving power, 

O Christ the same, to whom our hearts are given, 

We bring our thanks for this the present hour. 

 

3 O Christ the same, secure within whose keeping 

Our lives and loves, our days and years remain, 

Our work and rest, our waking and our sleeping, 

Our calm and storm, our pleasure and our pain: 

O Lord of love, for all our joys and sorrows, 

For all our hopes, when earth shall fade and flee, 

O Christ the same, for all our brief tomorrows, 

We bring our thanks for all that is to be. 



4 

Stand 

 
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   (Cong. sings “c” parts) 

 

 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

 The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 Lord God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that, 

always keeping in mind the end of all things and the day of judgment, we may be 

stirred up to holiness of life here and may live with you forever in the world to come, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 
Sit 

 

FIRST LESSON  Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18 

Today's lesson revolves around the concept of the Day of the Lord, the day of destruction of 

the Lord's enemies and of salvation for the Lord's faithful. This little-known prophet declares 

to the people of Jerusalem that sin without repentance will lead to destruction. 
 

 Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

For the day of the LORD is at hand; 

the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, 

   he has consecrated his guests. 

At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

   and I will punish the people 

who rest complacently on their dregs, 

   those who say in their hearts, 

"The LORD will not do good, 

   nor will he do harm." 

Their wealth shall be plundered, 

   and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, 

   they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, 

   they shall not drink wine from them. 

The great day of the LORD is near, 

   near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, 

   the warrior cries aloud there. 

That day will be a day of wrath, 

   a day of distress and anguish, 

a day of ruin and devastation, 
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   a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 

   a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

against the fortified cities 

   and against the lofty battlements. 

I will bring such distress upon people 

   that they shall walk like the blind; 

   because they have sinned against the LORD, 

their blood shall be poured out like dust, 

   and their flesh like dung. 

Neither their silver nor their gold 

   will be able to save them 

   on the day of the LORD's wrath; 

in the fire of his passion 

   the whole earth shall be consumed; 

for a full, a terrible end 

   he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND LESSON  1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 

Paul encourages the Thessalonian Christians to look forward to the return of Christ as a day 

of salvation. 
 

 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 

need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the 

day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, "There is peace 

and security," then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come 

upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in 

darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light 

and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. So then let us not fall 

asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at 

night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, 

let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the 

hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or 

asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each 

other, as indeed you are doing. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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ALLELUIA 

 

 

GOSPEL    The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 25th chapter, starting at 

verse 14.     Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

In the second of three parables concerning the second coming, Jesus indicates that merely 

maintaining things as they are is not sufficient. As Christians await his return, we are to use 

wisely the gifts of God. 
 

   Jesus said to the disciples: "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned 

his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another 

two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. The one 

who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made 

five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more 

talents. But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the 

ground and hid his master's money. After a long time the master of those slaves 

came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received the five 

talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over 

to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.' His master said to him, 'Well 

done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will 

put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' And the one 

with the two talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good 

and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' Then the one who had 

received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a 

harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter 

seed; so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 

what is yours.' But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did 

you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you 

ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 

received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to 

the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they 

will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will 

be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' " 
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  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

MESSAGE 
 
Stand 

HYMN “As Saints of Old” 
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Sit 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 

 

Stand 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 
Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 
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  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 

BENEDICTION 
   Let us bless the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God! 

 

   The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you.  

  Amen. 

 

Sit 

HYMN  “Let us Talents and Tongues Employ” 
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The online service concludes at this point. 

The congregation continues in-person below:  
 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

THE PREFACE 
   The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    It is indeed right ... 

     we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  

 

 

 
  Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you 

would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love toward 

one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 May the God of abundance fill you with grace. 

May the God of wisdom rule in your thoughts, words, and deeds. 

May the God of consolation walk beside you and give you peace. 

 Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God! 

 
 
POSTLUDE 
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The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 

1998 by Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

The ordinary of the service, including the music, are reprinted from With One Voice, 

copyright in 1995 by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress under license# SBL06002 

“As Saints of Old” Words: Frank von Christierson © 1961, Ren. 1989 The Hymn 

Society; Music: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net 

A-703166. 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” Text and Tune: Kathleen Thomerson. ©1970 

Celebration. All Rights Reserved. OneLicense.net A-703166. 

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” Text: Fred Kaan © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. 

Music: Doreen Potter © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted 

under OneLicense.net A-703166. 

 

 
 

Our Confession about Communion 

 
Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 
     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


