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The days of Advent point the people of God toward the three comings of the Lord 

Jesus. He came among us at Bethlehem. He comes among us now in the scriptures, 

the waters of baptism, the eucharistic meal, and the community of faith. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead. Keep awake, for his coming is 

certain and his day draws near. 

 

PRELUDE   
Stand 

INVOCATION 
 In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 

 Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

 the light no darkness can overcome. 
 Let Your light scatter the darkness 

 and illumine Your Church. 
 

HYMN “We Light the Christmas Candle”           [See Music Index Advent 1] 

 

1 We light the Advent candle 

And wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise 

That He will bring us home. 

 

Our hope is in our Savior 

Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light 

Till God makes all things right! 

 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

 Christ comes to lighten our darkness. 

  Come, Lord Jesus. 

 May the light of God's glory be with you always  

  And also with you. 
 

HYMN “The Advent of Our King” 
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 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

      
 Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us 

from the threatening dangers of our sins, for you live and reign with the Father and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 64:1-9 
 

This communal lament comes from a people who have had their hopes and dreams 

shattered. The great visions of a restored Jerusalem and a renewed people of God, spoken 

of in Isaiah 40-55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, conflict, and 

famine. This lament calls God to account--to be the God who has brought deliverance in 

the past. 
 

 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

   so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

as when fire kindles brushwood 

   and the fire causes water to boil-- 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 

   so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

   you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

From ages past no one has heard, 

   no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

   who works for those who wait for him. 

You meet those who gladly do right, 

   those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 

   because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 

   and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, 

   and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, 

   or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 

   and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

   we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

   we are all the work of your hand. 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

   and do not remember iniquity forever. 

   Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Paul's first letter to the Corinthians addresses many problems that had arisen in the early 

church. Still, he sets these problems within the context of thanksgiving for the grace and 

faithfulness of God. 
 

 Paul writes: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
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   I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 

been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in 

him, in speech and knowledge of every kind--just as the testimony of Christ 

has been strengthened among you--so that you are not lacking in any spiritual 

gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 

strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship 

of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

 
 

GOSPEL   The Gospel is from Mark, chapter 11, verses one through ten.    

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 

Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village 

ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that 

has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you 

doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 

immediately.’” They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the 

street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to them, “What are 

you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what Jesus had said; and they 

allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks 

on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 

spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who went ahead 

and those who followed were shouting, 

 

“Hosanna! 

    Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

    Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

MESSAGE 

 

Stand 

HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
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Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

   Let us bless the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God! 
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   The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you.  

  Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “My Lord, What a Morning” 

 
 

 

The online service concludes at this point. 

The congregation continues in-person on page 10.  
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Stand 

PREFACE 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION  

 

Stand 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray.  In this meal, O God, we have seen the light of Jesus, your Son, 

and feasted upon him in glory. Help us always to be alert to your gifts in our 

midst; through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

 May the God of peace sanctify you entirely; and may you be kept sound and 

blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

  Amen. 
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 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE  
 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 2005 by 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“We Light the Christmas Candle” Advent 1. Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 

Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.[Permission is 

granted to reproduce this text for use until February 14, 2021. The above copyright 

notice must appear on each reproduction.] 

“Savior of the Nations, Come” Words: (sts. 1-2) Public Domain, (sts. 4-5, 8) © 1978 

Concordia Publishing House, (sts. 3, 6-7) © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Music: 

Public Domain. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-703166. 

 

 
Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


