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“Christ- Students- Community Coming Together”

Why does the bridegroom come so late to the wedding celebration? Why, asked the
early Christians, does Christ seemingly delay his promised return? And we, who live
in an unjust and violent world may ask, Where is the Lord when we need him?
We do not know the hour of his final advent. But we do know that Christ has
claimed us in baptism as his servants in this world. We have the witness of the word
and sacrament to enlighten our path in life. We are strengthened in the eucharist as
heralds of the coming reign of God's justice and peace. Between his first advent and
his final coming, the church is called to serve the Lord Jesus in faith, hope, and love.

WELCOME
PRELUDE MUSIC
OPENING SENTENCES
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Make haste, O God, to deliver us!

O Lord, make haste to help us!
May all who seek the Lord rejoice and be glad in Him!

May we say evermore, “God is great!”
For Christ is coming soon.

Soon, He will descend from the heavens.
Soon, He will raise the dead.

And we will always be with the Lord.
He is our help and our deliverer.

O Lord, do not delay!
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Indeed, Christ is coming soon! Yet there are times when we have lived as if
Christ’s return was not important and not imminent. Today our heavenly Father
invites us to return to Him and ask for His forgiveness.
Kneel/ Remain Standing
Silence for Reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
Heavenly Father,

we confess that we have ignored You and our neighbors in
need. We have sinned in our thoughts, words, and actions. We have
failed by our inactivity. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, O Lord,
that we might be encouraged by Your presence and forgiven of our
sin.
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God hears your confession and has promised to always be with you.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ
and by His authority, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
SERVICE OF THE WORD
HYMN “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Lord, when the day of wrath comes we have no hope except in
your grace. Make us so to watch for the last days that the consummation of our hope
may be the joy of the marriage feast of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Sit

FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24
In this speech, Amos takes up one of the central themes of Israel's faith and turns it
against his Israelite audience. The Day of the Lord was understood to be a day of disaster
and judgment for the Lord's enemies, but one of salvation and deliverance for the Lord's
people. Now, Amos declares, because the people have turned away from God and failed to
pursue justice and righteousness, Israel will be numbered among the Lord's enemies.

Alas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
Is not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?
I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an everflowing stream.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
The Thessalonian Christians were eagerly awaiting the return of Christ and became
distressed when loved ones died before this occurred. Paul's words about the second
coming offer hope to all who grieve.

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those
who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For
since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God
will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the
word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the
Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himse lf,
with a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of God's
trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then
we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with
them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.
Therefore encourage one another with these words.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE
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HOLY GOSPEL The Gospel is written in the 25th chapter of Matthew,
beginning at verse 1.
Glory to You, O Lord.
In this chapter, Jesus tells three parables about the second coming. The first of these
emphasizes the need for readiness at all times.

Jesus said to the disciples: "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were
foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout,
'Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' Then all those bridesmaids
got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the wise replied, 'No! there will not be enough
for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.'
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went
with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other
bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open to us.' But he replied, 'Truly I tell
you, I do not know you.' Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour."
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Sit
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MESSAGE “Under New Management”
Stand

HYMN “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”
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Matthew 25:1-13

ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to
517-879-0989 and following the simple prompts.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.
Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”
The prayers conclude:
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord.

Thanks be to God!
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve you.
Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN “Alabare”

Livestreaming will end at this point in worship.
Continue in person below:

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Stand

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:
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SANCTUS

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LAMB OF GOD
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Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION
Stand
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.
Amen.

NUNC DIMITTIS
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in
loving-kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You
that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and
we ask You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.
Thanks be to God!

Go in peace; serve the Lord.

POSTLUDE
Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book Created by Lutheran Service
Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Our Confession about Communion
Our Confession
1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real)
body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and
wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and
wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.
2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."
3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus
Christ and in our love for one another.
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:
a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and
Lord, and concur in our confession;
b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.
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