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We do well to acknowledge that one of the reasons we celebrate the festivals and 

seasons of the year is our tendency to forget God's merciful presence. In word and 

sacrament we are not only reminded of God's promises, we also encounter the very 

presence of Jesus Christ. The liturgy of Advent names him Emmanuel, "God is with 

us." God comes to us in ordinary ways, offering extraordinary gifts: new life in 

baptism, gracious words to guide us on life's path, welcome food for the journey of 

faith. With Mary and Joseph and all the angels, we offer thanks to God for the one 

who was born to save us from the power of sin. Let us not forget: God is with us 

now. 

 

INVOCATION       
Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

 Amen. 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE 
 

 Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

 the light no darkness can overcome. 
 Let Your light scatter the darkness 

 and illumine Your Church. 
 

HYMN “We Light the Christmas Candle”            
 

1 We light the Advent candle 

And wait for Christ to come. 

With hope, we trust the promise 

That He will bring us home. 

Our hope is in our Savior 

Who wins for us God’s favor. 

We wait with growing light 

Till God makes all things right! 

 

2 We light the Advent candle 

And thank the Lord for rest. 

With peace, we know our Jesus 

Has come to be our guest. 

This peace beyond all knowing 

Within our hearts is glowing. 

We wait with growing light 

Till God makes all things right! 

3 We Light the Advent candle 

And sing with cheerful heart. 

With joy, we spread the message- 

A blessing to impart. 

Our joy is never ending; 

The Son to us is sending. 

We wait with growing light 

Till God makes all things right. 

 

4 We light the Advent candle 

And share the wonderous Word. 

With Love, we tell of Jesus 

Till all around have heard. 

God’s love for each nation 

Throughout His whole creation 

We wait with growing light 

Till God makes all things right. 

 

 Christ comes to lighten our darkness. 

 Amen! Come, Lord Jesus. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
HYMN “Hosanna to the Coming Lord” 

 

 

 

 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
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 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  
 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.     And also with you.  
 Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the hindrance of our sins and 

make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you in joy and 

serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now 

and forever. 

 Amen. 
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Sit 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 7:10-16 

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presents a serious threat to King Ahaz of 

Judah.  In response, Ahaz decides to secure his throne and kingdom by asking mighty 

Assyria for help.  In today's reading, Isaiah reminds him that human attempts to establish 

security will only fail.  The prophet repeats the promise that God alone will make God's 

people secure. 
 

 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let 

it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.  But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will 

not put the LORD to the test.  Then Isaiah said: "Hear then, O house of David! 

Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also?  

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign.  Look, the young woman is 

with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.  He shall eat 

curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 

good.  For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, 

the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted." 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 1:1-7 

Paul's letter to the Romans is devoted to presenting the gospel (or "good news") of God, 

which provides salvation for all who believe.  This theme is introduced already in the 

opening words of the letter, where Paul expands upon the typical salutation to include a 

statement of faith. 
 

 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the 

gospel of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 

scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 

according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power 

according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 

about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 

including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 

   To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 

   Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in Luke, chapter one, verses 26 through 38. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the 

house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 

“Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”29 But she was much perplexed 

by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to 

her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you 

will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will 

be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give 

to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How 

can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will 

come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore 

the child to be born[c] will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 

month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with 

God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me 

according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Stand 

HYMN “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” 
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MESSAGE “The Legend of the Christmas Tree” 
Presented by the children and families of Martin Luther Chapel 
 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   

 

The prayers conclude: 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
   Let us bless the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God! 
   The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you.  

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN “People, Look East” 

 

 

 

 

 
The online service concludes here. Continue in-person on page 11. 
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SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER    Stand 
 

 Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for al l 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LAMB OF GOD 
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Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

 
Stand 

THE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

 Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. 

Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our pilgrimage that, on the day of His 

coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 

2005 by Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 


