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WELCOME
CONCERT OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC
Stand

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH AND CHRIST CANDLE
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,

the light no darkness can overcome.
Let Your light scatter the darkness

and illumine Your Church.
HYMN “We Light the Christmas Candle”
We light the Christmas candle
And sing with peace and joy.
Our hope is now begotten In Christ, the infant boy.
God’s love with us is dwelling,
All darkness now dispelling.
We celebrate with light,
For God makes all things right!
The Lord be with you.

and also with you.
COLLECT
Let us pray.
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive the Word made flesh as
our Redeemer, we may one day with sure confidence behold the Son of
Righteousness; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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THE CHRISTMAS STORY IN WORD AND SONG
Isaiah writes, “Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift
up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!
Isaiah 40:9
Today we hear again the joyful proclamation of our Savior’s birth through the
words of Scripture and the beauty of music.

HYMN “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
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FIRST READING Luke 1:26–38 (Mary)
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will
be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am
a virgin?” angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he
will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also
conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For
nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from
her.

HYMN “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”
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SECOND READING Matthew 1:18-24 (Joseph)
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with
child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling
to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he
had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name
him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel
of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife.
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HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

THIRD READING Luke 2:1–7 (The infant Jesus)
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
6

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth
to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger,
because there was no place for them in the inn.

HYMN “Away in a Manger”
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FOURTH READING Luke 2:8–12 (Shepherds)
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not
be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.”

HYMN “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”
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FIFTH READING Luke 2:13–14 (Angels)
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising
God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
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SIXTH READING Luke 2:15-20 (All who heard the news)
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which
the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard
and seen, as it had been told them.
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HYMN “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

SEVENTH READING Matthew 2:1–11 (Wise Men)
In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired
of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet:
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‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who is to shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may
also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there,
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

HYMN “What Child Is This”
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SERMON “Holy Time in a Holy Place”
HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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NICENE CREED
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
14

and was made truly human;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Dear people of God, once again we have heard the message of the angels, visited
Bethlehem with shepherds and Magi, and beheld the Son of God in human flesh,
born of the Virgin Mary and lying in a manger. Now let us respond with praise
and prayer, rejoicing to offer Him our petitions and supplications on behalf of
ourselves and everyone according to their need, confident that He will answer
with all that is good, right, and best for us all.

Silence for Meditation
Merciful Father, we have lived through a time of great uncertainty and fear and
now come again into Your presence on this most holy of nights. Deliver us from
all epidemics, from the perils of war and violence, and from the loss of job and
home. Open our hearts to receive with faith the joy of our Savior’s coming and
to trust in His salvation forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Merciful Father, we have lived through a time of great uncertainty and fear and
now come again into Your presence on this most holy of nights. Deliver us from
all epidemics, from the perils of war and violence, and from the loss of job and
home. Open our hearts to receive with faith the joy of our Savior’s coming and
to trust in His salvation forevermore. Lord, in Your mercy,
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hear our prayer.
Blessed Lord, give to those most in need the courage and patience to await Your
deliverance, and give to us kind and generous hearts that we share Your gifts
with those around us and multiply the blessing of Your rich and daily provision.
Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
O gracious God, deliver Your people from all their afflictions of body and soul,
give aid and comfort to the hospitalized, be present with the aged and infirm,
and give to the dying and the grieving Your peace, [especially . . .], and those
now named in our hearts [silence]. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
O wise and faithful Father, deliver Your Church from her enemies, and provide
her with faithful and willing servants. Give Your guidance to those who lead us
in our church, and continue to raise up those who will proclaim your good news
to all people. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Mighty Lord, You have power over all things. Aid our government and elected
leaders with Your Word and Spirit that they be guided by Your commands to pursue
justice and work for the common good. Teach them and us the value of all people
and inspire them to work for the protection of those most vulnerable among us. Lord,
in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
O loving God, we give You thanks that Mary heard Your Word and pondered it
in her heart and that Joseph served Your Son so faithfully. Bless husbands, wives,
parents, children, and all families. Help us to ponder Your Word in our hearts and to
live it out that our homes be places of blessing and peace. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
King of all, the wise men from the East recognized your majesty and offered you
their gifts. Accept our songs of praise and the tithes and offerings we bring in
response to Your mercy and as signs of our gratitude and faith. Lord, in Your mercy,

hear our prayer.
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
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forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
Congregation members at home are invited to light a candle to hold.
As the light of these candles illumines our faces, it symbolizes the light of Christ,
the Child in the manger at Bethlehem, the Savior suffering our death on the cross
and soon to come from His throne on high as Judge of all. He is our light here on
earth and the eternal light who enlightens heaven, where there is no need of
candle or sun. Rejoice, for the Light of the world has come, who transforms us
with the brightness of His glory. Let us pray:
O God, You made this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true
Light. Grant that, as we have known the mysteries of that Light on earth, we may
also come to the
fullness of His joys in heaven; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN “Silent Night”
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BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen!
Glory to God in the highest!
And peace to His people on earth!
POSTLUDE “Joy to the World”
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