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In the weeks of Epiphany, the church focuses on its mission in the world. Like 

Samuel we seek to hear God's voice as we pray: "Speak, your servant is listening." 

In baptism God calls us to be servants who go forth with a simple mission: invite 

others to come and see. Having seen God's great epiphany in Christ Jesus, we now 

graciously invite others to see Christ who is with us in the word, the waters of 

rebirth, and the holy supper. 

   The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins Tuesday (January 18). 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   

Stand 

INVOCATION       
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit . 

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God,  

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness o f 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

      
 Lord God, you showed your glory and led many to faith by the works of your 

Son. As he brought gladness and healing to his people, grant us these same gifts and 

lead us also to perfect faith in him, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON  1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] 

Today's reading recounts the transition from the leadership of Eli the priest to Samuel. At a 

time when visions and auditions were rare and unexpected, the Lord comes to Samuel and 

calls him to speak the divine word. 
 

 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of 

the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 

   At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that  he could not 

see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 

Then the LORD called, "Samuel! Samuel!" and he said, "Here I am!" and ran 

to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But he said, "I did not call; lie 

down again." So he went and lay down. The LORD called again, "Samuel!" 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called me." But 

he said, "I did not call, my son; lie down again." Now Samuel did not yet 

know the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 

The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, 

and said, "Here I am, for you called me." Then Eli perceived that the LORD 

was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and if he 

calls you, you shall say, 'Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.' " So 

Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
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   Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, "Samuel! Samuel!" 

And Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." Then the LORD said 

to Samuel, "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears 

of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I 

have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him 

that I am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, 

because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them. 

Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not 

be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever." 

   Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the 

LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and 

said, "Samuel, my son." He said, "Here I am." Eli said, "What was it that he 

told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you 

hide anything from me of all that he told you." So Samuel told him everything 

and hid nothing from him. Then he said, "It is the LORD; let him do what 

seems good to him." 

   As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall 

to the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 

trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 6:12-20 

Some recent converts in the Corinthian church believed that God was interested only in 

what was spiritual so that what they did with their bodies did not matter. Paul's response 

affirms God's concern for the entire person. 
 

 "All things are lawful for me," but not all things are beneficial. "All things 

are lawful for me," but I will not be dominated by anything.  "Food is meant 

for the stomach and the stomach for food," and God will destroy both one and 

the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord 

for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do 

you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take 

the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you 

not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? 

For it is said, "The two shall be one flesh." But anyone united to the Lord 

becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person 

commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or 

do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 

which you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you were 

bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in the 1st chapter of John, beginning at verse 

43.    Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

In John's gospel, Jesus' ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to 

Jesus. Philip's friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the 

invitation to "Come and see." 
 

 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, 

"Follow me." Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 

Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found him about whom Moses 

in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth." 

Nathanael said to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to 

him, "Come and see." When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of 

him, "Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!" Nathanael asked him, 

"Where did you get to know me?" Jesus answered, "I saw you under the fig tree 

before Philip called you." Nathanael replied, "Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You 

are the King of Israel!" Jesus answered, "Do you believe because I told you that I 
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saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these." And he said to 

him, "Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 

ascending and descending upon the Son of Man." 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
Sit 

MESSAGE “I Saw You…”          John 1:43-51 

 

 

HYMN “Spread the Reign of God the Lord” 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Sit 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
   Let us bless the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God! 
   The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you.  

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Shine on Me” 

 
 

The online service concludes here. Continue in-person on pg. 11. 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Stand 

PREFACE 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION  
 

Stand 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray.  God of glory, in this sacrament you unite us in the body of your 

Son. May we who have been guests at this table 

grow in love for one another, that through us your light may shine in all the 

world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

   Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE  
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_____________________________________________________ 

 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 2005 by 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 
Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


