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“Christ- Students- Community Coming Together”

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac,
and he who had received the promises was in the act of
offering up his only son.”
Hebrews 11:17
The Imposition of Ashes will be offered at 12:00-1:00 PM and at 5:00PM to 6:00
PM at church, either in the sanctuary or in the parking lot (by drive through).
Gather your household or those closest to you. Designate one person to act as the
“Leader” with everyone else participating with the responses. Begin the video for
the day posted on the Martin Luther Chapel YouTube channel. Following the
directions as they are given to pause the video at the appropriate times for the
responses below.
If you are participating by yourself, you are encouraged to read both the leader
portions and the responses aloud.

WELCOME – Pastor Curt
OPENING HYMN “Just as I Am, without One Plea”
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Please Pause the Video here, and read the following responsively:
INVOCATION
Stand
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
Let us confess our sin together:

Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess that I have sinned
against you. I have done that which you forbid, and I have failed
to do that which you command. In the weariness of a busy life, I
have yielded to temptation. I have trusted myself more than I have
trusted you. I have not always followed where you lead. Forgive
me, I pray. By your Holy Spirit, lead me and guide me so that I
may truly be used by you in your great redemptive work on earth;
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.
Participants take turns reading the following verses from Psalm 130:
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications!
(Psalm 130:1-2)

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand?
But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered.
(Psalm 130:3-4)

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope.
(Psalm 130:5)

My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the
morning, more than those who watch for the morning.
(Psalm 130:6)

O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast
love; with him there is plenteous redemption. (Psalm 130:1-7)
(silence for personal confession)
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As you believe, so may it be unto you. Based upon the merits of Christ Jesus,
all your sins have been forgiven, in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Resume the video
PRAYER OF THE DAY – Pastor Curt
OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 25:6-9
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

EPISTLE Hebrews 11:8-19
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith
he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah
herself was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised.
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as
many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance
they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners
on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would
have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a
heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.
By faith Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He who had received the
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promises was ready to offer up his only son, of whom he had been told, “It is
through Isaac that descendants shall be named for you.” He considered the fact that
God is able even to raise someone from the dead—and figuratively speaking, he did
receive him back.

SERMON “God’s Will and God’s Promise” – Pastor Curt
HYMN “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain”
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Pause the Video and read the following prayers responsively:
PRAYERS
God of ancient days, thank you for showing us your plan of salvation through
Abraham and Isaac, and for giving us examples through them of people who trusted
in your promises and your will for their lives. Help us to see your plan to save us
through the sacrifice of your Son and help us to find comfort and confidence in your
will for us. Son of God, by sinners slain,

let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
In this Lenten season, Lord, keep us focused on the cross of Christ and
remember the magnitude of your love that allowed him to leave the throne of heaven
to face suffering and death for us, your people of the promise and blessing. Son of
God, by sinners slain,

let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
Heavenly Father, when doubts and fears arise in our hearts as we ponder what
the future holds, help us to remember that you hold the future in your hands, and we
are safe in your care in this life and in the life to come. Son of God, by sinners slain,

let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
Let us come to your altar often this Lent, dear God, ready to confess our sins to
you and receive your renewal through your forgiveness. Let our worship honor and
praise you throughout the season, as we humbly acknowledge that we are solely
dependent on you for all things. Son of God, by sinners slain,

let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
We know that Isaac’s name means laughter, O Lord. And Sarah did laugh at the thought
of bearing a child in her old age. Help us enjoy the surprises of life you allow to happen to
accomplish your grand design for the family of God. Fill us with a holy joy that embraces the
fact that nothing is impossible for you. Son of God, by sinners slain,

let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
In every season and phase of life, we experience new challenges to our faith.
Help us never to abandon you when the going gets tough, and help us to gain
strength through your Word, May our faith grow deeper as we ponder your promises
in Scripture, and may we never forget that you are always with us and always
guiding us, and will provide us with ways out when we are not following your will.
Son of God, by sinners slain,

let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
Grant to all those who are dealing with sickness and injury of body, mind and
spirit to look to you for help, as Abraham did, (especially we remember…) Give
them a sense of hope and peace that you will bring blessings to them even now
through these trying experiences and that your name be glorified and your will be
done in every circumstance. Son of God, by sinners slain,

let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
All these petitions we offer in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, who did the
will of God and lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
As you move through moments of confusion, as you walk through the
experience of brokenness, may you learn to trust God’s promises, and come out on
the other side with a story to tell. And as you go, may the Lord bless you and keep
you; may the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; may the Lord
lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.

Amen.
“On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”

Amen.
Resume video
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CLOSING HYMN “Take My Life that I May Be”

8

Discussion Questions
Tell a story about a time when you needed to take a risk and had to
trust the outcome.
Think of someone who taught you how to trust God’s promises. What
did you see in that person?
Talk about the following questions with someone who can point you
back to Jesus and his love for you:
What experiences have shaped your attitude of trust? Is it easier to
trust God or trust people?
If you were asked to take a step forward in faith this week, in what
area of your life would it be?
In what one thing Jesus is inviting you to trust more confidently
this week?
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