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Jesus joins the church in the wilderness for forty days as we contemplate the 

meaning of our baptism into his death and resurrection. We are with Noah in the 

ark, Israel in the desert, and Elijah on rocky Mount Horeb for a time of prayer, 

fasting, and preparation. We do this together as a people who have been brought 

into existence by God's mercy. We hear this covenant proclaimed in the word of God 

and share this promise in the body and blood of Christ. 

 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE 
 

Stand 

INVOCATION 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

   Amen. 
   

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

 If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  Let us 

confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our 

sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God,   Have mercy on us. 
 

 We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought,  

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved one another in deed and in truth.  In your compassion 

forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our light and 

our truth.  Amen. 
 

 With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, 

forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ. 
 

 Thanks be to God! 
 

Stand 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

OPENING HYMN “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days” 

 
 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
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Continue the following without interruption.  All sing the Refrain. 
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1. Choir or soloist:  Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has 

freed and united us to be one great people of God.   (brief interlude, then all 

sing the Refrain above) 
 

2. Choir or soloist:  Power and riches, wisdom and might, all honor and glory to 

Christ forever.    (brief interlude, then all sing the Refrain above) 
 

3. Choir or soloist:  For God has come to dwell with us, to make us people of 

God; to make all things new.    (brief interlude, then all sing the Refrain 

above) 

 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 The Lord be with you.   And also with you.  
 Lord God, you led your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them 

to the promised land. Guide now the people of your church, that, following our 

Savior, we may walk through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the 

world to come; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen.  
 

Sit 
 

THE LESSONS 
FIRST LESSON Genesis 9:8-17 

Today's reading centers on the conclusion to the flood story. The Lord destroys the 

earth by flood, except for Noah, his family, and the animals on the ark. Yet, divine 

destruction, because of human sinfulness, gives way to divine commitment. As in the first 

creation (Genesis 1), God blesses the human community and establishes a covenant with 

all creatures. 
 

 God said to Noah and to his sons with him,   "As for me, I am establishing my 

covenant with you and your descendants after you,  and with every living creature 

that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with 

you, as many as came out of the ark.  I establish my covenant with you, that never 

again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be 

a flood to destroy the earth."  God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make 

between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future 

generations:  I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 

between me and the earth.  When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in 

the clouds,  I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every 

living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to 
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destroy all flesh.  When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the 

everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the 

earth."  God said to Noah, "This is the sign of the covenant that I have established 

between me and all flesh that is on the earth." 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 3:18-22 

In this reading, the author emphasizes God's saving action on behalf of Noah, his 

family, and the creatures. This saving presence continues to be manifested through Christ 

in the act of baptism. 
 

 Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in 

order to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 

spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in 

former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during 

the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through 

water.  And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you--not as a removal of dirt 

from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of 

God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

RETURN TO GOD 
 

GOSPEL  The Holy Gospel according to  Mark, Chapter 1st, beginning at verse 9.   

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan 

so that he might proclaim the gospel of God's reign. 
 

 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 

the Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 

being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from 

heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And he was in the 

wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and 

the angels were ministering to him. 

 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 

believe in the gospel.” 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
CREED  

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

MESSAGE “The Temptation of Jesus”        Mark 1:9-15 
 

Stand 

HYMN “Savior, When in Dust to Thee” 
 

1 Savior, when in dust to Thee 

Low we bow the adoring knee; 

When, repentant, to the skies 

Scarce we lift our weeping eyes; 

O, by all Thy pains and woe 

Suffered once for us below, 

Bending from Thy throne on high, 

Hear our penitential cry! 

 

2 By Thy helpless infant years, 

By Thy life of want and tears, 

By Thy days of deep distress 

In the savage wilderness, 

By the dread, mysterious hour 

Of the insulting tempter's pow'r, 

Turn, O turn a fav'ring eye; 

Hear our penitential cry! 

 

3 By thine hour of dire despair, 

By thine agony of prayer, 

By the cross, the nail, the thorn, 

Piercing spear, and torturing scorn, 

By the gloom that veiled the skies 

O'er the dreadful sacrifice, 

Listen to our humble sigh; 

Hear our penitential cry! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   

 

The prayers conclude: 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 

 
Sit 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 

   Let us bless the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God! 
   The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you.  

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Jesus is a Rock in a Weary Land” 

 

 
The online service concludes here. Please continue in-person below. 

 
SERVICE OF THE TABLE 

 

THE PREFACE 
   The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    It is indeed right ... 

     we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

AGNUS DEI 
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Sit 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION  

 
Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 

 

 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray. We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 

strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love towards one 

another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

 

----- The liturgy is ended; let the service begin ----- 
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Music by Marty Haugen 

Copied and reformatted from Hymnal Supplement 1991  

Copyright © GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago.  Used with permission. 
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 1998 by 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 
Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


