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The readiness of Abraham and Sarah, and the eagerness of Jesus to do God's will 

are models for contemporary disciples in the church. Baptized into Christ's death 

and resurrection, we are called to live a distinctive style of life shaped by faith in 

God's mercy. As followers of Christ, we take up our cross and stand with all those 

who suffer in our midst. Our Lenten journey always takes us to the cross, the heart of 

God's love for the world. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   

Stand 

INVOCATION       
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit . 

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God,  

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness o f 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

HYMN “The God of Abraham Praise” 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit, be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

      
 Eternal God, it is your glory always to have mercy. Bring back all who have 

erred and strayed from your ways; lead them again to embrace in faith the truth of 

your Word and to hold it fast; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 

In today's reading, the writer connects the covenant made with Abraham and Sarah to the 

"everlasting" covenant made with Noah. The relationship between God and Abraham's 

descendants is as sure as the relationship between God and the seasons and times of the 

year. The name changes further emphasize the firmness of God's promise. 
 

 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, 

and said to him, "I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless.  And 

I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 

numerous."  Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him,  "As for me, 

this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of 

nations.  No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be 

Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations.  I will 

make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall 

come from you.  I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your 

offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, 

to be God to you and to your offspring after you." 

   God said to Abraham, "As for Sarah your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, 

but Sarah shall be her name.  I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a 
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son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples 

shall come from her." 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 4:13-25 

Paul is trying to persuade the Roman Christians that people are made right with God 

through faith rather than by works of the law. Abraham became the ancestor of God's 

chosen people not by keeping the law but by trusting God to keep his promises. 
 

 The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or 

to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith.  If it 

is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise 

is void.  For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 

violation. 

   For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 

grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the 

law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all 

of us, as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations") --in the 

presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 

into existence the things that do not exist.  Hoping against hope, he believed 

that he would become "the father of many nations," according to what was 

said, "So numerous shall your descendants be."  He did not weaken in faith 

when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he 

was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of 

Sarah's womb.  No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, 

but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced 

that God was able to do what he had promised.  Therefore his faith "was 

reckoned to him as righteousness."  Now the words, "it was reckoned to him," 

were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us 

who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed 

over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
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GOSPEL:    The Gospel is written in the 8th chapter of Mark, beginning at verse 

27.    Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the 

first time what is to come. Peter's response indicates that he does not yet understand the 

way of the cross that Jesus will travel. 
 

 Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on 

the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they 

answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the 

prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, 

“You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

 Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 

and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 

after three days rise again.  He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 

and began to rebuke him.  But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 

Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine 

things but on human things." 

   He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become 

my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  

For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for 

my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit them to 

gain the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return 

for their life?  Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 

and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he 

comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 

MESSAGE “On Purpose”          Mark 8:27-38 

 

Stand 
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HYMN “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus” 
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CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
   Let us bless the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God! 
   The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you.  

  Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN “Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord” 
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The online service concludes here. Please continue in-person 

below. 

 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

THE PREFACE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

  and also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  we lift them up to the Lord. 
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 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. 

 Have mercy on us. Have mercy on us. 
 

Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION  
 

Stand 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
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 Let us pray.  God of our pilgrimage, in this meal you nourish us with the 

gifts of faith and hope. Sustain us on our journey, that refreshed by your grace, 

we may reach the promised land, the Easter feast of victory in Jesus Christ our 

Lord.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
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Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 2005 by 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“Let us Ever Walk with Jesus”  Text: Lutheran Book of Worship © 1978 Augsburg Fortress 

Publishers. Tune: Georg G Blotze © 1941. All rights reserved  Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net A-703166.   

“Tell Out, My Soul, the Greatness of the Lord” Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith ©1962, 1990 

Hope Publishing Company; Tune: Walter Greatorex ©1949 Oxford University Press. 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-703166. 

 

 
Our Confession about Communion 

 
Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 
     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


