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“But [Moses] said, 

‘Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.’” 
Exodus 4:13 

 

Gather your household or those closest to you. Designate one person to act as the 

“Leader” with everyone else participating with the responses. Begin the video for 

the day posted on the Martin Luther Chapel YouTube channel. Following the 

directions as they are given to pause the video at the appropriate times for the 

responses below. 

If you are participating by yourself, you are encouraged to read both the leader 

portions and the responses aloud. 

WELCOME            Pastor Dave 

OPENING HYMN “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” 
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   Please Pause the Video here, and read the following responsively: 

 
INVOCATION      
Stand 

 Wherever two or more are gathered together in Jesus’ name, he promises to 

be there in the midst of them. 

 Come, merciful Father, and be our guest. 

 Come, loving Savior, and be our guest. 

 Come, Comforter, be our guest and fill this moment with your 

presence. 

 In the sure and confident hope that our Lord is present in this place we begin 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Let us glorify 

him who has called us out of darkness into his marvelous light! 

 
OPENING LITANY 
 

  Periods of failure come into the lives of everyone. With the glorious 

exception of Jesus, every hero of the Bible had their times of failure as well.  

  Adam and Eve ate the fruit. 
  Abraham and Sarah laughed at God. 

  Moses murdered a man. 
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  King David had an affair. 

  Solomon worshipped false gods. 

  Jonah refused to obey and ran away from the work of the Lord. 

  Peter denied the Lord. 

  Thomas doubted the promise and the testimony. 

  Paul persecuted Christians. 
 

  The list could go on and on. All the heroes of yesterday had their  areas of 

weakness. 

  But God strengthened them in their weakness, and was able to 

use them according to his good and gracious will. 

  It can happen in a moment. A bad decision, 

  an action we shouldn’t have taken, 

  a moment of fear that led to an impulse that was wrong,  

  and failure invades our life. 

  It can happen when things are going great, 

  or it could happen gradually, the result of a series of events 

that has taken place. 

  Failure invades all of our lives at one time or another. 

  Some failures are minor and are overcome quickly.  

  Others are devastating not only in their effect on us, 

  but in their effect on others. 

  Yet to those who repent, a gracious God offers full and free forgiveness. 

  God strengthens us in our weakness, and is able to use us 

according to his good and gracious will. 
 

Resume the video 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY               Pastor Dave 
 
FIRST READING Exodus 3 and 4 (Select Verses) 
 

God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.”  Then 

God said, “Do not come near; take your sandals off your feet, for the place on which 

you are standing is holy ground.”  And he said, “I am the God of your father, the 

God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, 

for he was afraid to look at God. “Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may 

bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”  But Moses said to God, “Who 

am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?”  God 

said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: 
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when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 

mountain.” But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, I am not eloquent, either in 

the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but I am slow of speech and of 

tongue.” Then the Lord said to him, “Who has made human mouths?... Now 

therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.” But 

Moses said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” 

 

SECOND READING Numbers 21:4-9 
 

From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of 

Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. And the people spoke against 

God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 

wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe the worthless food you 

give us.” Then the Lord sent poisonous snakes among the people, and they bit the 

people, so that many people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and said, 

“We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the 

Lord, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. And 

the Lord said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent and set it on a pole, and 

everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent 

and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, they would look at the bronze 

serpent and live.  

 

 

SERMON “God’s Will and My Inadequacy”                          Pastor Dave 
 
MINI-MOVIE: “The Greatest Promise”       Pastor Curt 
 

Pause the Video and read the following prayers responsively: 

 

PRAYERS 
  Perfect Son of God, 

  cover us with your holiness that we might live for you. 

  God of impossibility, thank you for showing us through your servant Moses 

that you are capable of using the weak things of this world to show your 

strength. Grant us the ability never to give up on ourselves and our capabilities 

and to never give up on you, Perfect Son of God, 

  cover us with your holiness that we might live for you.  

  In this Lenten season, Lord, we come to you because we know we are 

sinners and not good enough to win salvation for ourselves. Help us to remember 

that we are only made right with you through the suffering and death of your Son 

Jesus on the cross. Keep us ever dependent on his ability to free us forever from 

the evil of sin. Perfect Son of God, 

  cover us with your holiness that we might live for you. 

  Heavenly Father, we sometimes fall into despair and think that we cannot do 
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anything right. We beat ourselves up and put ourselves down for our faults and 

failings. Help us to remember that we are made new through Jesus and with you 

by our side there is nothing we cannot do by your mercy and favor, according to 

your good and gracious will. Perfect Son of God, 

  cover us with your holiness that we might live for you. 

  So often we compare ourselves with others and come to the conclusion that 

we do not measure up to what others have accomplished. Give us the ability to 

see that you have created us for specific tasks that are unique to us. We do not 

need to compete with others. We only need to do what you have designed us to 

do to build up your family of faith and bring glory to you. Perfect Son of God,  

  cover us with your holiness that we might live for you. 

  Lord, you sent Jesus to be our Savior, yet he was not born in a castle. He 

lived a humble life. He came not be served, but to serve. May we mirror the way 

of Christ in our approach to tasks and our approach to others. Give us servant 

hearts that seek to satisfy the needs of others before our own. And give us grace 

not to pursue fame or fortune in this world, but treasure instead the riches of 

heaven, won for us by Jesus. Perfect Son of God, 

  cover us with your holiness that we might live for you. 

  Only Jesus lived the perfect life. Help us to remember that as we encounter 

imperfections in our bodies, our world and our lives. Be with those suffering 

with the imperfections of illnesses and injuries, conditions and diseases, 

especially ... Guard and guide them to healing and recovery of body, mind and 

soul, as you will. Perfect Son of God,  

  cover us with your holiness that we might live for you.  

  Grant us each day the wisdom to know what your will is for our lives, and 

fill us the comfort of the cross of Christ, upon which your will was done for our 

benefit. Let us never forget that we are deeply precious to you. Perfect Son of 

God, 

  cover us with your holiness that we might live for you. 

  All these petitions we offer in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, who did 

the will of God and lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
  And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 

‘This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them: “The Lord bless 

you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 

the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.”’ So they will put my 

name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” 

  Amen. 

Resume video 
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CLOSING HYMN “In Christ Alone” 
 

1 

In Christ alone my hope is found 

He is my light my strength my song 

This Cornerstone this solid Ground 

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love what depths of peace 

When fears are stilled when strivings cease 

My Comforter my All in All 

Here in the love of Christ I stand 

 

2 

In Christ alone who took on flesh 

Fullness of God in helpless babe 

This gift of love and righteousness 

Scorned by the ones He came to save 

Till on that cross as Jesus died 

The wrath of God was satisfied 

For every sin on Him was laid 

Here in the death of Christ I live 

 

3 

There in the ground His body lay 

Light of the world by darkness slain 

Then bursting forth in glorious Day 

Up from the grave He rose again 

And as He stands in victory 

Sin's curse has lost its grip on me 

For I am His and He is mine 

Bought with the precious blood of Christ 

 

4 

No guilt in life no fear in death 

This is the power of Christ in me 

From life's first cry to final breath 

Jesus commands my destiny 

No power of hell no scheme of man 

Can ever pluck me from His hand 

Till He returns or calls me home 

Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 
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Discussion Questions 

Would you rather get 2 teeth pulled or speak in front of 2,000 people? 

Would you rather join your favorite singer on stage for a song, or 

spend an hour with your favorite author in private conversation? 

What do these preferences say about your personality or history? 

Talk about a time when you felt really inadequate. What was the 

situation? How did you deal with it? How did it turn out? 

Talk about the following with someone who can point you back to 

Jesus and his love for you. 

If you had a clear invitation to join Jesus in his kingdom work, 

would you more likely avoid the situation or try to take charge of 

the situation? Do you have a story from the last week that fits? 

What does dependence on Jesus look like in your daily life? What 

do you want it to look like? What kind of support would you need 

to bridge that gap? 

The bronze snake on a pole in the wilderness is one image for the 

forgiveness we receive because of the cross of Jesus. What images 

of forgiveness are most powerful for you? 
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