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“Christ- Students- Community Coming Together”

Like vines that grow from a single strong root, we are grafted into Christ at baptism
and nourished on his life with the eucharist. Christ feeds our hunger and satisfies
our thirst with his word and sacraments and encourages us so that we might become
fruitful in service to others. Today Christ calls the church to remember the source of
our faith, hope, and love.

WELCOME
PRELUDE
Stand

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant
us forgiveness.
Our help is in the name of the Lord.

who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
Kneel/Remain Standing
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and self-examination.

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and
by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Stand
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
HYMN “Awake, My Heart, with Gladness”
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

GLORY TO GOD

LSB 946
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. O God, form the minds of your faithful people into a single will.
Make us love what you command and desire what you promise, that, amid all the
changes of this world, our hearts may be fixed where true joy is found; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit

FIRST READING Acts 8:26-40
Philip and Stephen were among the first deacons chosen for service in the early church. After
Stephen was martyred, Philip and the rest were scattered but continued to preach. In this
encounter, reflection on scripture leads to baptism into the body of Christ.

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." (This is a wilderness road.) So he
got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come
to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he w as
reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to this
chariot and join it." So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet
Isaiah. He asked, "Do you understand what you are reading?" He replied, "How
can I, unless someone guides me?" And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside
him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:
"Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth."
The eunuch asked Philip, "About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say
this, about himself or about someone else?" Then Philip began to speak, and
starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As
they were going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said,
"Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being baptized?" He
commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went
down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more,
and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he
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was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns
until he came to Caesarea.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING 1 John 4:7-21
This letter is a commentary on Jesus' command to "love one another." Love is the mark of
God's abiding presence, because God is love. Love gives itself away in service to those in
need.

Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know
God, for God is love. God's love was revealed among us in this way: God sent
his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love,
not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives
in us, and his love is perfected in us.
By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son
as the Savior of the world. God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the
Son of God, and they abide in God. So we have known and believe the love
that God has for us.
God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in
them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on
the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. There is no fear
in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and
whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. We love because he first
loved us. Those who say, "I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are
liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen. The commandment we have from
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Stand
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HALLELUJAH

ELW 172

HOLY GOSPEL The Gospel is written in the 15th chapter of John, beginning at
verse 1.
Glory to You, O Lord.
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have
with him. Those who abide in his word and love would bear fruit, for apart from him, they
could do nothing.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes,
that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have
spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine;
you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much
fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide in me he is
thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into
the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever
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you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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HYMN “O Blessed Spring”

Sit

MESSAGE “We Are the Vine”
ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-8790989 and following the simple prompts.
Stand

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.
Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”
The prayers conclude:
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
BENEDICTION
Let us bless the Lord!

Thanks be to God!
The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless
and preserve you.

Amen.
CLOSING HYMN “Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!”
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The online service concludes here. Please continue in-person below.
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Stand

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:
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SANCTUS

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
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LORD’S PRAYER
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
LAMB OF GOD
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Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION
Stand
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.
Amen.

NUNC DIMITTIS

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovi ngkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.
Go in peace; serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book Created by Lutheran Service
Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.

Our Confession about Communion
Our Confession
1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real)
body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and
wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and
wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.
2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."
3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus
Christ and in our love for one another.
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:
a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and
Lord, and concur in our confession;
b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.

Thank you for worshiping with us!
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