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The festival of the Holy Trinity celebrates the mystery of God, both transcendent and 

immanent. Though the nature of God is beyond our rational explanation, we ascribe 

glory to the one who is holy, whose glory fills the whole earth. Christians are born of 

water and the Spirit, and when we make the sign of the cross, we remember our 

baptism in the name of the triune God. Born anew in baptism, and nourished at the 

Lord's table, we now live as witnesses to God's love for us and all the world. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION       
Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God, 

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 
HYMN “Holy, Holy, Holy” 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  
 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  
 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.     And also with you.  
 Almighty God our Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, renewing and 

fulfilling creation by your eternal Spirit, and revealing your glory through our Lord, 

Jesus Christ: Cleanse us from doubt and fear, and enable us to worship you, with 

your Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, living and reigning, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 6:1-8 

This first reading narrates the prophet's vision of the Lord surrounded by the angelic 

company. They sing "Holy, holy, holy," a song the church sings at the beginning of the 

great thanksgiving. In the liturgy, this text invites the church and all creation to sing in 

praise of God's glory. This glory is God's mercy toward sinners. 
 

 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 

and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in 

attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, 

and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called 

to another and said: 

   "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

   the whole earth is full of his glory." 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 

house filled with smoke. And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen 

the King, the LORD of hosts!" 

   Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 

from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and 

said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your 

sin is blotted out." Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I 

send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!" 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 

 
 

SECOND LESSON  Romans 8:12-17 

In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the Trinity: the Spirit 

leads us to recognize that we are children of God the Father and sisters and brothers with 

Christ the Son. 
 

 Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 

the flesh--for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led 

by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of 

slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When 

we cry, "Abba! Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit 

that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint 
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heirs with Christ--if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be 

glorified with him. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
 

GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in the 3rd chapter of John, beginning at verse 1.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Jesus' miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about being born 

of the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by God to save. 
 

 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 

This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is 

with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 

again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can one 

be born when he is old? Can one enter a second time into his mother's womb and 

be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water 

and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh 

is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to 

you, ‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its 

sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 

everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are 

you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? Truly, truly, I 

say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, 

but you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you earthly things and you do 

not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? No one has 

ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 

And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 

him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 
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  This is the Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

NICENE CREED  
 

  I believe in one God, 

the Father Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth 

and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

very God of very God, 

begotten, not made, 

being of one substance with the Father, 

by whom all things were made; 

who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

and was made truly human; 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. 

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

and ascended into heaven 

and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord and giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

MESSAGE “How Can These Things Be?”       John 3:1-17 
 

Stand 
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HYMN “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” 

 

 

  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 

 

Stand 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
   Let us bless the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God! 
   The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you.  

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Glory Be to God the Father” 

 
The online service concludes here. Continue in-person on page 12. 



12 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

THE PREFACE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
Stand 

THE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  
 

 Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.  

Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our pilgrimage that, on the day of His 

coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of  the 

Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.      Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 

2005 by Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” Words: Richard Leach © 2001 Selah Publishing 

Co. Music: English Folk Tune All Rights Reserved. Reprinted Under 

OneLicense.net A-703166. 

 

 
Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         
     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


