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The church is called to be an apostolic community that dwells in the new 

commandment of Christ. The challenge of the gospel is not to love others as others 

love us, but to love others as Jesus Christ loves us. He sees our failings and fears with 

utter clarity, yet offers us the gentle gifts of forgiveness and healing. Here we find 

ground for hope: we have been made friends of God in baptism. 

 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION      
Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

 Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 
 

 Praise the LORD! 

 Praise the LORD, O my soul! 
 

 I will praise the LORD as long as I live; 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 
 

 Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 

 whose hope is in the LORD his God. 
 

  The LORD will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all generations. 

 Praise the LORD! 
 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 

    As penitent people, we ask God for His grace and mercy. 

        Let us now confess our sin to God, our merciful Father. 

 Gracious God, in heartfelt repentance we admit and confess 

our sinfulness. We are sin-stained people by nature. Each day 

we have sinned and done things we ought not to have done and 

have not done that which we are to have been doing as Your 

servants. We have not seen people in the loving way that You 

see them. We have not always been ready to care and quick to 

help. We do indeed deserve Your punishment in this life and 

for eternity. Trusting in Your mercy, we come to You for 

forgiveness. Our trust is in the merits of Your Son, our Savior 
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Jesus Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Grant us forgiveness 

of all our sins, and by the power of the Holy Spirit at work 

within our hearts and lives, lead us into ways that reflect Your 

goodness and love. 
 

 God is loving and merciful. He sees us with loving eyes and graciously hears our 

supplications. By the command of our Lord and as His called and ordained 

servant, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN “Christ the Eternal Lord” 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
 O God, from whom all good things come: Lead us by the inspiration of your 

Spirit to think those things which are right, and by your goodness help us to do them; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 
Sit 

FIRST LESSON  Acts 10:44-48 

Jesus is raised from the dead as Lord of all creation. The risen Christ comes to all persons 

regardless of their condition in life. In today's reading, a Roman army officer welcomes 

Peter's witness to Christ. The Holy Spirit descends on these Roman "outsiders," causing 

amazement among the witnesses. 
 

 While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 

word. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the 

gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard 

them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, "Can anyone 

withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit 

just as we have?" So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

 
  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND LESSON  1 John 5:1-6 

John calls upon Christians to love God and to love one another. Toward the end of this text, 

John says exactly what this faithfulness means: we love God when we obey God's 

commandments. 
 

 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 

everyone who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the 

children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of 

God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not 

burdensome, for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the 

victory that conquers the world, our faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the 

one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

   This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water 

only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the 

Spirit is the truth. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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ALLELUIA 

 

 

GOSPEL    The Holy Gospel according to John, the 15th chapter, starting at verse 

9.     Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the 

days ahead. Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one 

another. 
 

   Jesus said: "As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 

If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father's commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that 

my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

    "This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No 

one has greater love than this, to lay down one's life for one's friends. You are my 

friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, 

because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my 

Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear 

fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 

name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another." 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CREED   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  

    and born of the virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

    was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  
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 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

MESSAGE “Loved Ones”              John 15:9-17 
 
Stand 

HYMN “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 

 

Stand 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 

people according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
   Let us bless the Lord! 

  Thanks be to God! 
   The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve you.  

  Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Christ Be My Leader” 

 

 

 

 

The online service concludes here. Please continue in-person on below. 

 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

Stand 

PREFACE   

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this 

is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 

He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 

My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 

drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION 

 

Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body 

and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.   Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 Let us pray. 

   O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask 

You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

   Amen. 
 

   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God 

 
POSTLUDE 
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The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 

1998 by Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

The ordinary of the service, including the music, are reprinted from With One Voice, 

copyright in 1995 by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress under license# SBL06002 

“Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” Words: Herman G. Stuempfle © 1997 GIA 

Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-703166. 

 
 
Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         
     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


