A Service of Thanksgiving
In Memory of
Loretta Louise Suelter
(January 15, 1932 – May 2, 2021)

Saturday, June 12, 2021
11:00 A.M.
Martin Luther Chapel
East Lansing, Michigan

A Service of Thanksgiving and Hope

Pre-Service Music

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit. People: Amen
Pastor: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
source of all mercy and the God of all consolation. He
comforts us in all our sorrows so that we can comfort others in
their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves have received
from God. People: Thanks be to God
(The pall is placed upon the urn)
Pastor: When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into
His death. We were buried therefore with Him by Baptism
into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. For if we
have been united with Him in a death like His, we shall
certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.
Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, source of all mercy and giver of
comfort: Be gracious, we pray, with those who mourn, that,
casting all their sorrow on you, they may know the comfort of
your love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
People: Amen
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Hymn: “Beautiful Savior”

Scripture Reading: Job 19:23-27a
O that my words were written down!
O that they were inscribed in a book!
O that with an iron pen and with lead
they were engraved on a rock forever!
For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;
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and after my skin has been thus destroyed,
then in my flesh I shall see God,
whom I shall see on my side,
and my eyes shall behold, and not another.

Psalm 23
This psalm setting is intended for part-singing.
means two syllables are sung to one note.

The Lord is my ------------------- → shep- _____
I ---------------------------------- → shall not

hérd;*
bé
in

want.

He makes me lie down ------ → in green pástures*
and leads ----------------- → me be- síde still waters.

He re- -------------------------- → vives my sóul*
and guides me along the →
right pathways for
his náme’s __ sake.
Though I walk through the valley of the →
shadow of death, / (breathe)
I shall fear no évil;*
For you are with me; / (breathe)
Your rod and your staff, they ____ cóm- fort me.
(Continued, next page)
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You spread a table before me in the →
presence of those who trou - ble mé;*
you have anointed my head with oil, / (breathe)
and my cup is run - ning ó- _____ ver.

Surely your goodness and mercy shall →
follow me all the days of my _____ lífe,*
and I will dwell in the →
house of the Lord for- év- ____ er.

Scripture Reading: Romans 8:31-35, 37-39
What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us,
who is against us? He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave
him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything
else? Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for
us. Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers,
nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Special Music: “You are Mine”
Dian Silvey, Solo

David Haas

Scripture Reading: John 14: 1-6
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in
God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house there are many
dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to
prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I
will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am,
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there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where I
am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.”

Message
Hymn: “Just As I Am”

(Stanzas 5, 6 on next page)
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Prayers
Lord’s Prayer (Spoken in Unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy name. Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and
the glory, forever and ever. Amen
Special Music: “Dona Nobis Pacem” The Taizé Community
Commendation
Pastor: In the sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal
life through our Lord Jesus Christ, we commend to almighty God
our sister, Loretta Louise Suelter. Acknowledge, we humbly ask,
a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of
your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy,
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious
company of the saints in light.
People: Amen
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Hymn: “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”

Benedictory Blessing:
Pastor: The God of peace - who brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus Christ, the great shepherd of the sheep, through the
blood of the everlasting covenant - make you perfect in every
good work to do his will, working in you that which is wellpleasing in his sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
forever and ever.
People: Amen
Pastor: Let us go in Peace
People: With Thanksgiving to God
Postlude: “All Things Bright and Beautiful”
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Cecil Alexander

++++++++++++++
Immediately following the service, you are invited to be with the
family at an outdoor reception immediately following the service
(appropriately distanced and weather permitting).
Interment will take place at Glendale Cemetery in Okemos
at 2:00 p.m.

++++++++++++++

Participating in the Service today
Officiant: The Rev. David Dressel, Associate Pastor
Liturgist and Lector: The Rev. Curtis Dwyer, Lead Pastor
Lector: The Rev. James Robinson, Associate Pastor
Ministry Assistant: Dian Silvey
Piano: Mary Grace
Flute: Barb Monroe
Guitar: Bernard Schroeter
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(Continued from back page)
With her young family in tow, she spent 1967-68 in Rome, Italy,
where Clarence was on sabbatical at the University of Rome. The year in
Italy was Loretta’s introduction to ancient art, a new language, new foods
and cultures, and very tall mountains. She traveled over much of the
European continent, sketching and later painting her favorite sites. Many of
the travels that she and Clarence took in the last twenty years involved the
pursuit of genealogical records for both hers and Clarence’s families.
Loretta’s grandmother was also a twin and for whom Loretta was named.
Those who knew her best loved her for her sense of humor and
playfulness. Clarence was the consummate good sport, even the time Loretta
made him pose with her in a restaging of Grant Woods’ famous painting
American Gothic. She liked to sketch Clarence when he was not looking,
often when he was napping.
Loretta was baptized and confirmed in the Lutheran church and
throughout her life was a faithful follower of Christ. She and Clarence were
active members of Martin Luther Chapel for over fifty years.
In 2015, her family noticed an increase in Loretta’s forgetfulness and
disorientation. In 2016 Loretta’s condition was diagnosed as Alzheimer’s
disease. So began a gradual and steady decline in her mental and physical
condition. In mid-2016, she and Clarence moved to Burcham Hills
Retirement Center (BHRC) in East Lansing where both could get assistance
with daily life activities. They lived together on the Memory Care wing,
where Clarence remained supportive and devoted at her side throughout her
illness. The family will forever be grateful for how Loretta was cared for and
treated by all the caregivers and staff at BHRC, particularly in the last year of
her life when, because of the pandemic, none of her children or other family
could be there with her. BHRC partnered with Clarence, stepped in to protect
her, and gently held her in their care.
Loretta is predeceased by her brother Wayne Dodge, and brother-inlaw Fred Krause. She is survived by her loving husband Clarence and three
children Jenifer Nelson (Carl); Leslie Suelter (Jerry Calderon); and Kevin
Suelter. Loretta loved her four grandchildren, Stephanie Nelson, Emily
Hartough (Brian), and Sam and Jack Cohen-Suelter. She was still of clear
mind when her great grandchild Oliver Lindeman was born in 2015 and
falling in love again with this new young life. She will be missed by her
loved sisters and their families Norma and Clifford Horn; Myrna and Robert
Chamberlain; and her sister-in-law Sharon Dodge. Loretta’s twin, Loraine
passed away May 23, 2021, just three weeks after Loretta.
Memorial tributes are kindly suggested to the Lansing Art Gallery &
Education Center at 119 N. Washington Square, Suite 101, Lansing, MI
48933.
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Loretta L. Suelter
Loretta L. Suelter passed away on
May 2, 2021 in East Lansing, Michigan,
at the age of 89, following a long illness.
Clarence, her husband of 66 years,
together with her three children were at
her side.
Loretta was a twin. She and her
beloved sister Loraine were born in a
farmhouse in Thornton, Iowa, on January
15, 1932 to the late Kenneth and Letha
Dodge. Being a twin was a defining
aspect of Loretta’s life, and she would
often introduce her sister to others as her
“womb mate.” They were side by side in
most all things until the two began their married lives. Then they lived far
apart in different states yet always maintained their twin bond.
The sisters attended a one-room school until the ninth grade.
Following high school Loretta and Loraine attended Iowa State Teachers
College for one year. then enrolled in an airline communications course and
subsequently moved to Dayton, Ohio where they obtained civil service
employment at the Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. It was there, in 1954,
that Loretta met her future husband. She and Clarence were married in 1955
and began their long life together.
In 1961, now with children, Loretta and Clarence settled in East
Lansing, where Clarence began his career with the MSU Department of
Biochemistry. It was after Loretta came to the Lansing area that she pursued
her interest in art, taking several classes at the Lansing Community College
which started her more than fifty years of painting and drawing. During this
time Loretta perfected her skills, producing, showing, and selling hundreds
of art pieces in the mid-Michigan area. She was an active member of the
Lansing Art Gallery throughout.
She loved her three children and the years when she and Clarence
were actively raising them. She spoke often of her fondness of the family’s
summer camping trips and seeing the country’s natural and historic wonders.
She would drive miles out of the way if she spotted a directional sign to an
historical marker, much of the time with her children whining in the back
seat of the car because they just wanted to quickly get to their planned
destination.
She honed her golf swing over forty years of play in leagues and
with family and friends. During the off season, Loretta started bowling in a
league after the age of seventy.
(Con’t. on p. 11)
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