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In today's gospel reading, we recognize the danger of being a prophetic voice in the
world. John the Baptist denounced the intrigues of the Herodian court and
eventually lost his head. Jesus criticized religious leaders who twisted life-giving
practices into heavy burdens. He pointed to a justice suffused with love for all
people of the earth. Jesus was put to death, as if the grave would silence him. Our
worship leads us to believe just the opposite: he is alive among us, still challenging
us with the vision of God's justice for this world and inspiring us to be ministers of
peace.

WELCOME
PRELUDE
WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Stand
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
EXHORTATION
Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.
If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?

But with You there is forgiveness.
Kneel/ Remain Standing
O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Stand
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE

A

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

A

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

A

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to
the Lord.

A

Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord.
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and
grow in faith and hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Sit

FIRST READING Isaiah 61:1-7
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
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the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.
They shall build up the ancient ruins;
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
Strangers shall stand and tend your flocks;
foreigners shall be your plowmen and vinedressers;
but you shall be called the priests of the Lord;
they shall speak of you as the ministers of our God;
you shall eat the wealth of the nations,
and in their glory you shall boast.
Instead of your shame there shall be a double portion;
instead of dishonor they shall rejoice in their lot;
therefore in their land they shall possess a double portion;
they shall have everlasting joy.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12:1-10
I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go
on to visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen
years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the body or out of the
body I do not know, God knows. And I know that this man was caught up into
paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows—
and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of
this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my
weaknesses— though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I
would be speaking the truth; but I refrain from it, so that no one may think
more of me than he sees in me or hears from me. So to keep me from
becoming conceited because of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep
me from becoming conceited. Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this,
that it should leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more
gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. For
the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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Stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE

HOLY GOSPEL The Gospel is written in Luke, chapter 22, beginning at verse 24.
Glory to You, O Lord.
A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the
greatest. And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over
them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. But not so with you.
Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one
who serves. For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or one who serves? Is it
not the one who reclines at table? But I am among you as the one who serves.
“You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, and I assign to you, as my
Father assigned to me, a kingdom, that you may eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.
APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Sit

MESSAGE “As One Who Serves”

Luke 22:24-33

Stand

HYMN “O Christ, Who Called the Twelve”
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ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-8790989 and following the simple prompts.
Stand

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.
Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.” The prayers conclude:
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT
Stand

PREFACE
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

LORD’S PRAYER
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
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temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat;
this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LAMB OF GOD

Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION
Stand
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in
body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.
Amen.
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NUNC DIMITTIS

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.
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Go in peace; serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God!

CLOSING HYMN “Before You Lord, We Bow”
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Our Confession about Communion
Our Confession
1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real)
body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and
wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and
wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.
2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."
3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus
Christ and in our love for one another.
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:
a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and
Lord, and concur in our confession;
b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.

Thank you for worshiping with us!

14

