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In today's gospel reading, we recognize the danger of being a prophetic voice in the
world. John the Baptist denounced the intrigues of the Herodian court and
eventually lost his head. Jesus criticized religious leaders who twisted life-giving
practices into heavy burdens. He pointed to a justice suffused with love for all
people of the earth. Jesus was put to death, as if the grave would silence him. Our
worship leads us to believe just the opposite: he is alive among us, still challenging
us with the vision of God's justice for this world and inspiring us to be ministers of
peace.

PRELUDE
Stand

INVOCATION
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. Let us
confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our
sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Kneel/ Remain Standing
Most merciful God,

Have mercy on us.

We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have
not loved one another in deed and in truth. In your compassion
forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live
and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our light and
our truth. Amen.
With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love,
forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God!
Stand
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
OPENING HYMN “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun ion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Continue the following without interruption. All sing the Refrain.

1.

Choir or soloist: Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has
freed and united us to be one great people of God. (brief interlude, then all
sing the Refrain above)

2.

Choir or soloist: Power and riches, wisdom and might, all honor and glory to
Christ forever. (brief interlude, then all sing the Refrain above)

3.

Choir or soloist: For God has come to dwell with us, to make us people of
God; to make all things new.
(brief interlude, then all sing the Refrain
above)

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your
Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and
hope and love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Sit
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THE LESSONS
FIRST LESSON Amos 7:7-15
Amos was not the kind of prophet attached to temples or royal courts. Rather, he was an
ordinary farmer from Judah called by God to speak to Israel. God's word of judgment through
Amos conflicted with the king's court prophet Amaziah, whom Amos encountered at Bethel.

This is what the Lord GOD showed me: the Lord was standing beside a wall
built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand. And the LORD said to me,
"Amos, what do you see?" And I said, "A plumb line." Then the Lord said,
"See, I am setting a plumb line
in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by;
the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword."
Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of Israel, saying,
"Amos has conspired against you in the very center of the house of Israel; the land is
not able to bear all his words. For thus Amos has said,
'Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.' "
And Amaziah said to Amos, "O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, earn your
bread there, and prophesy there; but never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the
king's sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom."
Then Amos answered Amaziah, "I am no prophet, nor a prophet's son; but I am a
herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees, and the LORD took me from following
the flock, and the LORD said to me, 'Go, prophesy to my people Israel.'
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON Ephesians 1:3-14
Like most of Paul's letters, the epistle to the Ephesians begins with thanksgiving and praise to
God. Above all, God is blessed for the glorious grace bestowed on us in Christ.

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in
Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in
love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to
the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely
bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on
us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of
time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ
we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose
of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we,
who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In
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him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; this
is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God's own people, to the
praise of his glory.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA

GOSPEL
The Holy Gospel according to Mark, Chapter 6th, beginning at verse 14.

Glory to You, O Lord.
As Jesus and his disciples begin to attract attention, Mark recalls the story of John the Baptist's
martyrdom. Like John, Jesus and his disciples will also suffer at the hands of those opposed to
the gospel of salvation.

King Herod heard of the disciples' preaching, for Jesus' name had become known.
Some were saying, "John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this
reason these powers are at work in him." But others said, "It is Elijah." And others
said, "It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of old." But when Herod heard of it, he
said, "John, whom I beheaded, has been raised."
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, because Herod had married
her. For John had been telling Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's
wife." And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she could
not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he
protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen
to him. But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his
courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. When his daughter Herodias came
in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and the king said to the girl, "Ask me
for whatever you wish, and I will give it." And he solemnly swore to her, "Whatever
you ask me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom." She went out and said to her
mother, "What should I ask for?" She replied, "The head of John the baptizer."
Immediately she rushed back to the king and requested, "I want you to give me at once
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the head of John the Baptist on a platter." The king was deeply grieved; yet out of
regard for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. Immediately the
king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John's head. He went and beheaded
him in the prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl
gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and took his body,
and laid it in a tomb.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Sit

MESSAGE “A Good Word for Bad Times”
Stand
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Mark 6:14-29

HYMN “By All Your Saints in Warfare”
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PRAYERS
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.
Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.” The prayers conclude:
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Sit

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SERVICE OF THE TABLE
THE OFFERING We invite you to use the enclosed envelope for your offering. Please
complete the information sheet and hand it to the usher during the offering.
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-8790989 and following the simple prompts.

OFFERTORY MUSIC
OFFERTORY SONG Stand
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Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given
us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your
gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer
thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; who on this
day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the
way of everlasting life. And so, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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AGNUS DEI

Sit

THE DISTRIBUTION
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HYMN “Jesus, Priceless Treasure”
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Stand
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through
the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would
strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love towards one
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.
Go in peace; serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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CLOSING HYMN “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”
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POSTLUDE

----- The liturgy is ended; let the service begin -----

Music by Marty Haugen
Copied and reformatted from Hymnal Supplement 1991
Copyright © GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago. Used with permission.
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 1998 by
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” Words: Omer E. Westendorf © 1964 World Library
Publications; Music: Public domain . All rights reserved. CCLI Lictense # 1534397.
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Our Confession about Communion
Our Confession
1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real)
body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and
wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and
wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.
2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."
3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus
Christ and in our love for one another.
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:
a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and
Lord, and concur in our confession;
b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.

Thank you for worshiping with us!
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