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The psalms speak of God as the one who feeds humanity: You open wide your hand, 

O God, and give us food in every season. The psalmist implies that humans have 

physical and spiritual hungers, hungers that will be satisfied only by God. In Christ, 

God satisfies our thirst with living waters and feeds us with living bread. These 

images speak of our desire for communion with the one who is greater than our 

frailty and fears. They are biblical images of Christ's presence among us in the 

waters of baptism and the bread and cup of the eucharist. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   

Stand 

INVOCATION       
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit . 

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God,  

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness o f 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

HYMN “How Wide the Love of Christ” 

 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
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 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

      
 O God, your ears are open always to the prayers of your servants. Open our 

hearts and minds to you, that we may live in harmony with your will and receive the 

gifts of your Spirit; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON  2 Kings 4:42-44 

Today's reading is part of a larger section (2 Kings 4:1--8:6) that presents the miracles of 

Elisha. Here the prophet asks that food be given to a hungry crowd. He trusts God, who 

says there shall be enough and even more. 
 

 A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to 

Elisha, the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his 

sack. Elisha said, "Give it to the people and let them eat." But his servant said, 

"How can I set this before a hundred people?" So he repeated, "Give it to the 

people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD, 'They shall eat and have 

some left.' " He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to 

the word of the LORD. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 3:14-21 

Paul prays for the Christians to whom he writes, asking that God will grant them inner 

strength and spiritual power as they continue to grow in their understanding of the love of 

Christ. 
 

 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every 

family in heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the 

riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner 

being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts 

through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you 

may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and 

length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 

knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  

   Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish 

abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

 

 
 

GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in the 6th chapter of John, beginning at verse 1.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

In John's gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called "signs," because they reveal the true 

character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought 

under human control. 
 

 Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 

Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he 

was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his 

disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked 

up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, "Where are we 

to buy bread for these people to eat?" He said this to test him, for he himself knew 

what he was going to do. Philip answered him, "Six months' wages would not buy 

enough bread for each of them to get a little." One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon 

Peter's brother, said to him,  "There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and 

two fish. But what are they among so many people?" Jesus said, "Make the people 

sit down." Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, 

about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given 

thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as 

they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, "Gather up the 

fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost." So they gathered them up, and 

from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they 

filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began 

to say, "This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world." 

   When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make 

him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

   When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and 

started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come 

to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they 

had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 

coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, "It is I; do not 

be afraid." Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 

reached the land toward which they were going. 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary. 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

MESSAGE “Do Not Be Afraid”          John 6:16-21 
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Stand 

HYMN “O Love, How Deep” 

 
 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Stand 

 

 

 

 
 

 Let us pray.  Gracious God, 

 as grains of wheat are gathered for bread, and grapes together 

are poured out as wine, so may we be united in your presence 

through this sacrament of grace.  Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 
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 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION 
 

HYMN “One Bread, One Body” 
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Stand 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT AND PRAYER 
 

 

 

 
 

 Let us pray.  O God, we thank you for the living bread that rains down from 

heaven. From this feast of love may we carry your eternal life as daily food for 

the well-being of the world; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” 

 
 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

_____________________________________________________ 

 



15 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 2005 by 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 
Our Confession about Communion 
 

Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 
     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 
    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 
 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         
     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


