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Dearly beloved, we are gathered here.” The uttering of these six words immediately 

calls to mind a wedding ceremony and, with that, the image of marriage. Bride. 

Groom. Minister. Witnesses. They all assemble for the celebration of a bridegroom 

and his bride becoming one. God designed the marital union of one man and one 

woman to parallel the union between Christ Jesus and His Bride, the Church. Dearly 

beloved, today we are gathered here in the house of the Lord to hear His Word and 

gather at His banquet Table. As our Bridegroom invites us to come to Him, we call to 

mind all He has done. With the witnesses who surround us, let us learn to treasure 

Christian marriage as a beautiful gift that reflects Christ’s love for us. 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION      
Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God, 

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 
ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN “Alleluia! Let Praises Ring” 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

KYRIE   (Cong. sings “c” parts) 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

 The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 
   Almighty and merciful God, You cleanse and renew Your people through the 

saving work of Your Son, our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. Grant that we, who have 

been made spotless by Him, ever walk in faithfulness and truth; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.    Amen. 
 
Sit 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 29:11-1 
 

The Lord will again do wonderful things with His people. 
 

 The vision of all this has become for you like the words of a sealed document. 

If it is given to those who can read, with the command, “Read this,” they say, “We 

cannot, for it is sealed.” And if it is given to those who cannot read, saying, “Read 

this,” they say, “We cannot read.” 
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The Lord said: 

Because these people draw near with their mouths 

    and honor me with their lips, 

    while their hearts are far from me, 

and their worship of me is a human commandment learned by rote; 

so I will again do 

    amazing things with this people, 

    shocking and amazing. 

The wisdom of their wise shall perish, 

    and the discernment of the discerning shall be hidden. 

 

Ha! You who hide a plan too deep for the Lord, 

    whose deeds are in the dark, 

    and who say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?” 

You turn things upside down! 

    Shall the potter be regarded as the clay? 

Shall the thing made say of its maker, 

    “He did not make me”; 

or the thing formed say of the one who formed it, 

    “He has no understanding”? 

 

Shall not Lebanon in a very little while 

    become a fruitful field, 

    and the fruitful field be regarded as a forest? 

On that day the deaf shall hear 

    the words of a scroll, 

and out of their gloom and darkness 

    the eyes of the blind shall see. 

The meek shall obtain fresh joy in the Lord, 

    and the neediest people shall exult in the Holy One of Israel. 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 5:21-33 
 

Christ, the Bridegroom, makes the Church His Bride and gives Himself up for her. 
 

 Be subject to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, be subject to your 

husbands as you are to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife just as 

Christ is the head of the church, the body of which he is the Savior. Just as the 

church is subject to Christ, so also wives ought to be, in everything, to their 

husbands. 

 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for 

her, in order to make her holy by cleansing her with the washing of water by the 

word, so as to present the church to himself in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle 
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or anything of the kind—yes, so that she may be holy and without blemish. In the 

same way, husbands should love their wives as they do their own bodies. He who 

loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hates his own body, but he nourishes 

and tenderly cares for it, just as Christ does for the church, because we are members 

of his body. “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to 

his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a great mystery, and I am 

applying it to Christ and the church. Each of you, however, should love his wife as 

himself, and a wife should respect her husband. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA 

 

 

 

GOSPEL    The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 7th chapter, starting at verse 

1.     Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Jesus rebukes those who reject God’s commands in order to establish their own traditions. 
 

   Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 

Jerusalem gathered around him, they noticed that some of his disciples were eating 

with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the 

Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the 

tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the market unless they 

wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of 

cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why 

do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with 

defiled hands?” He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as 

it is written, 

 

‘This people honors me with their lips, 

    but their hearts are far from me; 

in vain do they worship me, 

    teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

 

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
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 Then he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God 

in order to keep your tradition! For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your 

mother’; and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.’ But you 

say that if anyone tells father or mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had 

from me is Corban’ (that is, an offering to God)— then you no longer permit doing 

anything for a father or mother, thus making void the word of God through your 

tradition that you have handed on. And you do many things like this.” 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

MESSAGE “How to Stay Out of the Doghouse”          Ephesians 5:21-33 
 
Stand 
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HYMN “Where Charity and Love Prevail” 

 

 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for  all 

people according to their needs. 
 
Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
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 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
 

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER 
Stand 

 

 

 

  
 

  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 

gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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THE PREFACE 
   The Lord be with you.    And also with you. 

  Lift up your hearts.   We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
    It is indeed right ... 

     we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
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this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 

person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 

free bread and grape juice are also available. 
 

HYMN “One Bread, One Body” 
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“  

Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  
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  Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you 

would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love toward 

one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord.     Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go” 

 
       1    Forth    in      Thy    name   O        Lord,    I        go,       My     dai  -   ly 

       2    The      task   Thy   wis  -  dom       has     as   -   signed,  O       let      me 

       3    Thee    may     I       set       at         Thy    right    hand,  Whose  eyes  my 

       4    Give     me     to      bear    Thine    eas  -   y        yoke,   And    ev  –  ‘ry 

       5    For      Thee   de  -  light  -  ful   -   ly        em  -  ploy    What - e’er   Thy 

 

 
 la   -   bor       to       pur  -  sue,         Thee,     on   -   ly       Thee,     re  -  

 cheer - ful  -  ly        ful   -  fill;          In          all       my      works    Thy 

 in   -   most    sub  -  stance  see,        And       la    -   bor       on        at 

mo  -  ment    watch  and    pray,       And       still      to       things     e   - 

boun – teous   grace  has    giv’n,      And       run      my      course    with 

 

 
 solved    to       know     In       all      I       think  or    speak  or       do. 

 pres  -   ence    find,      And    prove Thy  good  and  per  -  fect    will. 

 Thy      com  -  mand,   And    of    -  fer    all     my    works  to     Thee. 

 ter   -    nal        look,    And    has  -  ten   to      Thy   glo  -  rious   day. 

 e     -    ven       joy,      And    close  -  ly   walk  with  Thee    to    heav’n. 
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POSTLUDE 
 

 

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 

1998 by Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

The ordinary of the service, including the music, are reprinted from With One Voice, 

copyright in 1995 by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg 

Fortress under license# SBL06002 

One Bread, One Body” Text and music: John B. Foley © 1978 New Dawn Music. All 

rights reserved. 

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, Public Domain. Music to the Tune of LSB 405 “To 

Jordan’s River Came Our Lord” Tune: Public Domain. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-703166. 
 

Our Confession about Communion 

 
Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 
     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


