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One of the greatest accomplishments of Satan is tricking people into believing he is 

not real. After all, if people think he does not exist, then they aren’t prepared for his 

attacks. Today, however, the apostle Paul reminds us of the reality of the old evil 

foe. Satan and his threats are real, but God does not leave us defenseless. We are to 

“take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, 

and having done all, to stand firm” (Ephesians 6:13). When Paul calls us to put on 

the full armor of God, the pieces of armor are all given in the one garment we put on 

in Holy Baptism. Clothed in Christ and His strength, we are able to stand against 

Satan, confident that even though he is a real threat, we need not fear! 

 
WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION       
Stand 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God, 

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Stand 

HYMN “Come, Thou Almighty King” 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  
 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.     And also with you.  
 

 O God, our strength is not found in our knowledge, but in Christ alone. Give us 

good courage, 

 that we would stand firm even in the midst of the devil’s 

schemes by the strength You give; 

 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

Sit 

FIRST LESSON  Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 

The Israelites believed the Law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the 

covenant. According to Moses, the people are to obey the Law and neither add to nor 

subtract from it. 
 

 So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching 

you to observe, so that you may live to enter and occupy the land that the 

LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. You must neither add 

anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the 

commandments of the LORD your God with which I am charging you. 

   You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and 

discernment to the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will say, 

"Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!" For what other g reat 

nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call to 

him? And what other great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this 

entire law that I am setting before you today? 

   But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things 

that your eyes have seen nor to let them slip from your mind all the days of 

your life; make them known to your children and your children's children. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. Put on the 

whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against 

the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore 

take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that 

evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and 
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fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the breastplate of 

righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to 

proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith, with 

which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take 

the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

 

 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication. To that end 

keep alert and always persevere in supplication for all the saints. Pray also for 

me, so that when I speak, a message may be given to me to make known with  

boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. 

Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must speak. 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
 

GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in the 7th chapter of Mark, beginning at verse 

14.    Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, 

and understand: there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but 

the things that come out are what defile.” 

 

When he had left the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about 

the parable. He said to them, “Then do you also fail to understand? Do you not see 

that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile, since it enters, not the 

heart but the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?” (Thus he declared all foods 

clean.) And he said, “It is what comes out of a person that defiles. For it is from 

within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 

adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 

All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
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   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

MESSAGE “Not a Fair Fight”         Ephesians 6:10-20 

 
Stand 

 



9 

HYMN “Be Strong in the Lord” 

 
 1  Be        strong    in        the       Lord       In       ar   -   mor       of       light, 

 2  In    -    teg    -    ri   -    ty         gird        You   round    to        im   -   part 

 3  With     ea    -    ger  -  ness      shod       Stand  firm     in        your     place, 

 4  Though  Sa   -   tan      pre   -   sume       To      lest      you      and       try, 

  
      With       hel  -  met    and      sword     With   shield   for    the      fight; 

      The        truth    of      His       Word        As    truth     in      your   heart; 

       Or           go    forth    for        God      With     news   of      His    grace; 

       In           hel  -  met    and       plume    Your    head   shall   be      high;     

 
     On     prayer     be      de  -  pen - dent,  Be     belt  -  ed      and      shod, 

     His     righ  -  teous – ness  wear – ing   As    breast – plate  of       mail, 

     No      foe       shall    dis  -  arm   you   Nor   force   you    to         yield 

     Be   -   set         by    temp  -  ta  -  tion   Be    true      to     your     Lord, 

 
      In       breast - plate  re  - splen  - dent:  The     ar   -   mor   of        God. 

     His        vic  -   to  -  ry      shar  -   ing,    Be      strong  to     pre  -   vail. 

     No         ar   -   row   can    harm    you    With   faith     as    your    shield. 

     Your     hel  -  met    sal  -  va    -   tion    And   Scrip – ture  your   sword. 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

 
Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
 

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER    Stand 
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 Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 

person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 

free bread and grape juice are also available. 
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HYMN “Eat This Bread” 

 

 
 

 

 
Stand 

THE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  

 
 

 Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. 

Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our pilgrimage that, on the day of His 

coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the 

Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.       Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
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POSTLUDE   

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 

2005 by Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“Eat This Bread” Text: Robert J. Batastini © 1984(Refrain and sts. 3-5) GIA 

Publications/Taize, 1988 (sts. 1-2) Concordia Publishing House. Music: 

Jacques Berthier © 1984 GIA Publications/Taize. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-703166. 

 

Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         
     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


