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In today’s Readings, Jesus encounters another person possessed by an unclean 

spirit. The young man’s father is distraught and desperate. The father utters these 

words: “I believe; help my unbelief!” Jesus does help the man’s unbelief by healing 

his son. Jesus helps our unbelief as well in all that He does. In His miracles and 

teaching, suffering and death, resurrection and ascension, Jesus calls us to faith. 

And He calls us to be His witnesses.  

 

WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

INVOCATION 

Stand 
 

  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES  

   I called on the name of the LORD: 

  O LORD, I believe. Help my unbelief! 
  

  The LORD has dealt bountifully with us. 

  The LORD has opened our ears.  
 

  The LORD has delivered us from death. 

  He wipes away tears from all faces. 
 

  He rescues our feet from stumbling 

  and restores our tongues to proclaim His good news. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

  Despite all of God’s actions on our behalf, we still struggle with sin in our lives. 

Our tongues still curse. Our feet still stumble. Our ears still listen to lies and vicious 

gossip. But our heavenly Father invites us to come to Him for restoration, renewal, 

and forgiveness. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

  Heavenly Father, 

  we have sinned against You and our neighbors in what we 

have said and what we have left unsaid. We have neglected 

opportunities to love our neighbors. We have stumbled and fallen 

again and again. We ask that You restore us, renew us, and 
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forgive us on account of Jesus. Amen. 
 

  Almighty God, in His boundless love sent His Son, Jesus Christ, to die and rise 

for our forgiveness and eternal life. Because of Jesus, we are restored, body and soul. 

Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. We are renewed and 

restored. Amen. 
 

Stand 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
HYMN: “Earth and All Stars”  
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GREETING  

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 

KYRIE  

 

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
  

A Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 
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GLORIA IN EXCELSIS   

 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

  The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
  Let us pray. O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy 

and pity. Grant us the fullness of your grace, that, pursuing what you have promised, 

we may share your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 50:4-10 

This reading gives good advice to sufferers: trust in God even (and especially) in the midst of 

pain. The servant remains faithful throughout trials, knowing that God is with and for the 

sufferer in the midst of pain. 
 

 The Lord GOD has given me 

   the tongue of a teacher, 

that I may know how to sustain 

   the weary with a word. 

Morning by morning he wakens-- 

   wakens my ear 

   to listen as those who are taught. 

The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
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   and I was not rebellious, 

   I did not turn backward. 

I gave my back to those who struck me, 

   and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

I did not hide my face 

   from insult and spitting. 

The Lord GOD helps me; 

   therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like flint, 

   and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

   he who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

   Let us stand up together. 

Who are my adversaries? 

   Let them confront me. 

It is the Lord GOD who helps me; 

   who will declare me guilty? 

Who among you fears the Lord 

    and obeys the voice of his servant, 

who walks in darkness 

    and has no light, 

yet trusts in the name of the Lord 

    and relies upon his God? 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND READING  James 3:1-12 

The author of James warns against the power of human speech and the difficulties of 

controlling the tongue. With our mouths we have the capacity both to bless God and to curse. 

 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you 

know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. For all of us 

make many mistakes. Anyone who makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, 

able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. If we put bits into the 

mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. Or look 

at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet 

they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 

So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great exploits. 

   How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! And the tongue is a fire. The 

tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole 

body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. For every 

species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has 

been tamed by the human species, but no one can tame the tongue--a restless 

evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it 

we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth 
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come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 

Does a spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish 

water? Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine 

figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.   
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  The Gospel is written in the 9th chapter of Mark, beginning at 

verse 14.    Glory to You, O Lord. 

 When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around them, and 

some scribes arguing with them. When the whole crowd saw him, they were 

immediately overcome with awe, and they ran forward to greet him. He asked them, 

“What are you arguing about with them?” Someone from the crowd answered him, 

“Teacher, I brought you my son; he has a spirit that makes him unable to speak; and 

whenever it seizes him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and 

becomes rigid; and I asked your disciples to cast it out, but they could not do so.” He 

answered them, “You faithless generation, how much longer must I be among you? 

How much longer must I put up with you? Bring him to me.” And they brought the 

boy to him. When the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he fell 

on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. Jesus asked the father, “How 

long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. It has often 

cast him into the fire and into the water, to destroy him; but if you are able to do 

anything, have pity on us and help us.” Jesus said to him, “If you are able!—All 

things can be done for the one who believes.” Immediately the father of the child 

cried out, “I believe; help my unbelief!” When Jesus saw that a crowd came running 
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together, he rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You spirit that keeps this boy 

from speaking and hearing, I command you, come out of him, and never enter him 

again!” After crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was 

like a corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the 

hand and lifted him up, and he was able to stand. When he had entered the house, his 

disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” He said to them, 

“This kind can come out only through prayer.” 

 
  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Sit 
 

MESSAGE “A Study in Contrasts” Mark 9:24 
 

Stand 
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HYMN: “Praise the One who Breaks the Darkness”  

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   

 

The prayers conclude: 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Stand 

  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

PREFACE   

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

SANCTUS   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people from many 

cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the language or version 

closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD   

 

 

 

 
Sit 
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FIRST COMMUNION  
Caylie Berghorn, Julia Titus, Olivia Titus 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 

person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 

free bread and grape juice are also available. 
 

HYMN: “There is a Balm in Gilead”  
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Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.   Amen. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 Let us pray. 

   O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask 

You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
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BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

   Amen. 
 

   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God! 

 

CLOSING HYMN: “Oh Jesus, King how Wonderful”  
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POSTLUDE 
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Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         
     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 


