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In biblical times, salt was treasured almost as much as gold. Among its many uses 

was preserving food and other perishables. In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls us salt, by 

which He reveals how much God values us. Sometimes people outside the Church 

also see our worth and offer their support. It is nothing new! Moses valued two men 

who received the Spirit even though they were missing from gathering with the 

seventy elders. Jesus valued a man healing in His name, though he was not one of 

the Twelve. We are worth our salt, our relationship to Christ, so much that a person 

receiving us receives Christ. And within the Church, our saltiness supports, prays 

for, cheers up, confesses, and forgives our fellow members. We are worth so much 

that God does not want anything to cause us to stumble. “Have salt in yourselves,” 

He says, “and be at peace with one another.” 
 

PRELUDE 
 

Stand 
 

INVOCATION 
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

   Amen. 
   

BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

 If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  Let us 

confess our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our 

sin and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God,   Have mercy on us. 
 

 We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought,  

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved one another in deed and in truth.  In your compassion 

forgive our sin and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ our light and 

our truth.  Amen. 
 

 With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, 

forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ. 
 

 Thanks be to God! 
 

Stand 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

OPENING HYMN:  “O Worship the King” 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
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Continue the following without interruption.  All sing the Refrain. 

 

 
 

1. Choir or soloist:  Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, whose blood has 

freed and united us to be one great people of God.   (brief interlude, then all 

sing the Refrain above) 
 

2. Choir or soloist:  Power and riches, wisdom and might, all honor and glory to 

Christ forever.    (brief interlude, then all sing the Refrain above) 
 

3. Choir or soloist:  For God has come to dwell with us, to make us people of 

God; to make all things new.    (brief interlude, then all sing the Refrain 

above) 
 

SALUTATION AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 The Lord be with you.   And also with you.  
 God of love, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 

overcome them; keep us from those things that harm us; and guide us in the way of 

salvation; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen.  
 

Sit 
 

THE LESSONS 
FIRST LESSON: Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading. While 
in the wilderness, God provides sustenance as manna, yet the people crave meat. What is truly 
needful? God bestows the spirit on seventy elders in order to provide leadership for the 
people, yet complaints are heard when two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the 
power of God's spirit. What constitutes real leadership? 
 

 The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, 

and said, "If only we had meat to eat! We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt 

for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; but now 

our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at." 
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   Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of 

their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. So 

Moses said to the LORD, "Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I 

not found favor in your sight, that you lay the burden of all this people on me? Did I 

conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you should say to me, 'Carry 

them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child,' to the land that you promised 

on oath to their ancestors? Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they 

come weeping to me and say, 'Give us meat to eat!' I am not able to carry all this 

people alone, for they are too heavy for me. If this is the way you are going to treat 

me, put me to death at once--if I have found favor in your sight--and do not let me 

see my misery." 

   So the LORD said to Moses, "Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom 

you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the 

tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you." 

   So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered 

seventy elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. Then the LORD 

came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on 

him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they 

prophesied. But they did not do so again. 

   Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, 

and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not 

gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. And a young man ran and 

told Moses, "Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp." And Joshua son of 

Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his chosen men, said, "My lord Moses, stop 

them!" But Moses said to him, "Are you jealous for my sake? Would that all the 

Lord's people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!" 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON: James 5:13-20 

The epistle of James is a letter offering advice to the church concerning a variety of common 

problems. In these verses, however, the author concludes with an uplifting picture of what the 

church can be: a community of prayer and praise, restoration and healing. 
 

 Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They 

should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders 

of the church and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of 

the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and 

anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one 

another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the 

righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed 

fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on 

the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its 

harvest. 

   My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is 

brought back by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from 

wandering will save the sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
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  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

ALLELUIA  

 

 

 
GOSPEL 

 The Holy Gospel according to Mark, Chapter 9th, beginning at verse 38.  

    Glory to You, O Lord. 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and 

sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize these words apply to them as well as to others. 
 

 John said to Jesus, "Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, 

and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us." But Jesus said, "Do not 

stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward 

to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever 

gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no 

means lose the reward. 

    "If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in 

me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you 

were thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for 

you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable 

fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life 

lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to 

stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than 

to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire 

is never quenched. 

    "For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, 

how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another." 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

Sit 

MESSAGE: :  “That seems a little radical” Mark 9:38-50 
Stand 

HYMN: “God of Grace and God of Glory” 
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PRAYERS: 

Let us pray for the whole Christian Church and for all people in their various 

needs. For the Church here and around the world, witnessing to the good news in 

Christ, that we see the worth within one another, the value our heavenly Father 

places on us, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Lord, have mercy, and grant that nothing separate us from You 

and Your love for us in Christ. 
 

For those who do not know Christ but support the work of the Church to meet 

people’s physical, social, and spiritual needs, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Lord, have mercy, and bless them according to Your abundant 

grace. 
 

For people who serve in positions of governmental authority among the nations, 

for those who raise crops and tend herds, and for all who connect resources with the 

needs of their fellow citizens, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Lord, have mercy, and give them joy in serving. 
 

For all who struggle to put bread on the table and a roof over their families, those 

who face injustice and discrimination, and all who are denied human rights, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
 

Lord, have mercy, and give us hearts to help those in need. 
 

For all near and dear to us who call out to God in their distress, [including . . .], let 

us pray to the Lord. 
 

 Lord, have mercy, and bring about healing, comfort, and relief 

as fits Your gracious plans for them. 
 

For ourselves, that we recognize the gifts God has placed among us by which we 

may care for one another and our community, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

Lord, have mercy, and give us guidance and strength to serve in 

Your name. 
 

Grant us, heavenly Father, that what we ask for in faith we may obtain through 

Your unfailing mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 

Amen. 

Sit 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SERVICE OF THE TABLE 
THE OFFERING: We invite you to use the enclosed envelope for your offering.  

Please place your offering and interest sheet in the basket by the door. 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
 

OFFERTORY SONG    Stand 

     

 

 

 

 
 

  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 

gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

  

  

 

  

 
 It is our duty and delight... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
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THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 

person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 

free bread and grape juice are also available. 
 

HYMN: “Oh Living Bread from Heaven” 
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Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER 
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 Let us pray. We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 

the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 

strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love towards one 

another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN:  “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord” 
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POSTLUDE 
 

----- The liturgy is ended; let the service begin ----- 
 

Music by Marty Haugen 

Copied and reformatted from Hymnal Supplement 1991  

Copyright © GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago.  Used with permission. 
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 1998 by 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

Text (sts. 1–4) and Tune: Public domain. © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License NET, number 100012401. 

Source LBW 197 Tune: Aurelia Samuel S. Wesley Winkworth Publishing 1858 

 
Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         
     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Readers this Morning: 

Assisting with Communion: 

 


