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In today’s Readings, James encourages us toward good works of service and love, 

and Jesus does the good work of healing by restoring a man’s hearing and speech. 

Our faith in Jesus is marked by our reflection of His love and service. While we are 

not able to do all the things Jesus can do, we are called to reflect His faithful work 

as we serve in our vocations by loving our neighbors. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   

Stand 

INVOCATION  
 In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

OPENING SENTENCES 

 Praise the LORD, O my soul! 

 I will praise the LORD as long as I live. 
 

 Blessed are those whose hope is in the LORD; 

 the LORD sets the prisoners free. 
 

 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind. 

 The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down. 

 

 The LORD upholds the widow and the fatherless. 

 The LORD will reign forever! 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION       
 Yes, the Lord reigns over every nation, language, and people. Yet, we have 

not loved all people as Christ has loved us. The fruits of our faith are not always 

evident. But our Lord is gracious and merciful, and He offers His forgiveness to 

all. 

Silence for reflection. 
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 Heavenly Father, 

 We have failed to love others as You love them. We have 

failed to reflect Your grace to the world in service and sacrifice. 

We have failed in our actions and in our unwillingness to act. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may follow You in 

joy. Amen. 
 

 Almighty God in His mercy sent Jesus Christ into our world to serve and 

save all people, showing no partiality or favoritism. By His death, He forgives 

all our sins. By His resurrection, He destroys death forever and offers us eternal 

life. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. We are forgiven in Christ. We set free to love and 

serve our neighbors. Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN “Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing” 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.   And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

      
 Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and 

charity; and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you 

command; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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FIRST LESSON Isaiah 35:4-7a 

 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

   "Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God. 

   He will come with vengeance, 

with terrible recompense. 

   He will come and save you." 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

   and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

   and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

   and streams in the desert; 

the burning sand shall become a pool, 

   and the thirsty ground springs of water. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON James 2:1-18 

 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in 

our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes 

comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, and 

if you take notice of the one wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, 

please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 

have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil 

thoughts? Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in 

the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to 

those who love him? But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who 

oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into court? Is it not they who blaspheme 

the excellent name that was invoked over you? 

 You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” But if you show partiality, you commit sin 

and are convicted by the law as transgressors. For whoever keeps the whole law 

but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it. For the one who said, 

“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” Now if you 

do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become a transgressor of the 

law. So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty. For 

judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy 

triumphs over judgment. 

 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not 

have works? Can faith save you? If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily 

food, and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” 

and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that? So faith by 

itself, if it has no works, is dead. 

 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your 

faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith. 
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  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

 
 

GOSPEL:    The Gospel is written in the 7th chapter of Mark, beginning at verse 

31.    Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 

the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man 

who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on 

him. He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into 

his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed 

and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears 

were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered 

them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously they 

proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 

everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.” 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
MESSAGE “Lord, Help Us All” 

 

Stand 
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HYMN “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with: 
 

 “Lord of all nations, grant us grace,”  “to love all people in every place.”   
 

The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in  

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
 

OFFERTORY MUSIC 
 

SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
Stand 
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 Let us pray.  Kind and gracious God, 

 by Christ's death on the cross you have given new life to us. 

Receive these gifts as tokens of our love for you, that we might give 

thanks for the fullness of your salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

PREFACE 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
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THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 

person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 

free bread and grape juice are also available. 

 
 

HYMN “Your Table I Approach” 

 
 

Stand 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION COLLECT AND PRAYER 
 

 

 

 
 

 Let us pray.  Gracious God, through the gift of this meal you heal our 

brokenness and strengthen our spirits. Increase our faith in you, that the power of 

this holy sacrament might bring us to new life 

in Jesus Christ our Lord.   

  Amen. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

   Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN “God of Grace and God of Glory” 
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_____________________________________________________ 

 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 2005 by 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” Words: Albert F. Bayly © 1988 Oxford 

University Press; Music: Public Domain. All Rights Reserved. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net A-703166. 

“God of Grace and God of Gloryt” Text (sts. 1–4) and Tune: Public domain. © 2006 

Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License NET, number 

100012401. 

 

 
Our Confession about Communion 
 

Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 
     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 
    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 
 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 
     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us! 


