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Jesus knows our weaknesses, especially the weakness of clinging to those things that 

could be given away or shared for the good of others. In the gospel reading, Jesus 

states that it will be difficult for those who pursue wealth to enter the reign of God. 

Living in a culture that seems driven by the pursuit of money and comfort, we may 

find these words difficult to hear. Yet Jesus announces that nothing is impossible 

with God who is our life, our treasure, and our salvation. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   

Stand 

INVOCATION       
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit . 

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God,  

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness o f 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

HYMN Today Your Mercy Calls 
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  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

  And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

      
 Almighty God, source of every blessing, your generous goodness comes to us 

anew every day. By the work of your Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, 

give thanks for your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON  Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God's call. During a time of great 

prosperity in the Northern Kingdom, the prophet speaks of poverty, corruption, and 

oppression to the wealthy upper class. He warns his listeners that fulfilling God's demand 

for justice brings blessing, while corruption and evil bring curse. 
 

 Seek the LORD and live, 

   or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire, 

   and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it. 

Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood, 

   and bring righteousness to the ground! 

They hate the one who reproves in the gate, 

   and they abhor the one who speaks the truth. 
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Therefore because you trample on the poor 

   and take from them levies of grain, 

you have built houses of hewn stone, 

   but you shall not live in them; 

you have planted pleasant vineyards, 

   but you shall not drink their wine. 

For I know how many are your transgressions, 

   and how great are your sins-- 

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe, 

   and push aside the needy in the gate. 

Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time; 

   for it is an evil time. 

Seek good and not evil, 

   that you may live; 

and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you, 

   just as you have said. 

Hate evil and love good, 

   and establish justice in the gate; 

it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts, 

   will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 3:12-19 

 

 Take care, brothers and sisters, that none of you may have an evil, 

unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. But exhort one another 

every day, as long as it is called “today,” so that none of you may be hardened 

by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partners of Christ, if only we 

hold our first confidence firm to the end. As it is said, “Today, if you hear his 

voice, do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.”  Now who were they who 

heard and yet were rebellious? Was it not all those who left Egypt under the  

leadership of Moses? But with whom was he angry forty years? Was it not 

those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom did he 

swear that they would not enter his rest, if not to those who were disobedient? 

So we see that they were unable to enter because of unbelief. 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

 



 
7 

 

 
 

GOSPEL: 
  The Gospel is written in the 10th chapter of Mark, beginning at verse 17. 

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God's eyes. Now, a 

conversation with a rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is 

surprising but unforgettable. 
 

 As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and 

asked him, "Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus said to 

him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the 

commandments: 'You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall 

not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your 

father and mother.' " He said to him, "Teacher, I have kept all these since my 

youth." Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, "You lack one thing; go, sell 

what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in 

heaven; then come, follow me." When he heard this, he was shocked and went 

away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

   Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it will be for 

those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!" And the disciples were 

perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, "Children, how hard it is 

to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 

needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God." They were 

greatly astounded and said to one another, "Then who can be saved?" Jesus looked 

at them and said, "For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things 

are possible." 

   Peter began to say to him, "Look, we have left everything and followed you." 

Jesus said, "Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or 

sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the 

good news, who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age--houses, brothers 

and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions--and in the age to 

come eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first. 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
Sit 

MESSAGE:  Everything Must Go (Mark 10:17-22) 

Stand  
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HYMN  Jesus, Priceless Treasure 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

Sit 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Stand 

 

 

 

 
 

 Let us pray.  Kind and gracious God, 

 by Christ's death on the cross you have given new life to us. 

Receive these gifts as tokens of our love for you, that we might give 

thanks for the fullness of your salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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PREFACE 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 

person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 

free bread and grape juice are also available. 
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HYMN An Awe-Filled Mystery Is Here 
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Stand 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT AND PRAYER 
 

 

 

 
 

 Let us pray.  Gracious God, through the gift of this meal you heal our 

brokenness and strengthen our spirits. Increase our faith in you, that the power of 

this holy sacrament might bring us to new life in Jesus Christ our Lord.    

  Amen. 



 
15 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

 Amen.  

 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

CLOSING HYMN Take My Life, That I May Be 
       

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POSTLUDE   
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_____________________________________________________ 

 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 2005 by 

Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“Take My Life, That I May Be” words and music reprinted from Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship © 1999 by Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted 

under OneLicense.net A-703166 

"Jesus, Priceless Treasure", Text: Johann Frank, Tune: Johann Crüger, Setting: 

Lutheran Book of Worship (1978), Tr: Catherine Winkworth 

"Today Your Mercy Calls", Text: Oswald Allen, Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, Setting: 

The Lutheran Hymnal (1941)  

“An Awe-Filled Mystery Is Here”, Meter: L.M. (88.88) Matthias Loy (1880), Tune: 

St. Crispin, George J. Elvey (1862). Source TLH 304. 

 

 
Our Confession about Communion 
 

Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 
     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 
 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 
     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us!
 


