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The psalmist sings that human beings are the crown of God's creation. Our loving 

human relationships, though marred by sin, are a sign of the kingdom of God among 

us. In their mutual respect and love, they symbolize the wholeness intended for all 

life. Yet neither husband nor wife nor the creation itself is the property of humans to 

do with as they will. The world, and all that lives within it, belongs to God, who 

transforms all things through Christ. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION       
Stand 

 In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 In a time of silence and prayer, let us approach the Father’s throne of grace.  
 

(We take a moment of silence for personal reflection and confession of our sins.) 
 

 Most merciful Father, 

 we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We 

have drifted from Your commands, choosing to go our own 

separate ways. We have not honored You as our Creator, nor 

have we honored one another in love. By the cleansing work of 

our Redeemer, remove from us our sins of thought, word, and 

deed so that we worship You in Spirit and in truth. In Jesus’ 

name we pray. Amen. 

 

 Only in Christ Jesus are we made complete—complete as God’s creation 

and completely cleansed of our guilt and sin. Upon this your confession, I, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Lord, announce His grace to all of you and, in 

the stead and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, forgive you all of your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

Stand 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

HYMN “Father Welcomes” 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  
 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.     And also with you.  
 Our Lord Jesus, you have endured the doubts and foolish questions of every 

generation. Forgive us for trying to be judge over you, and grant us the confident 

faith to acknowledge you as Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 

FIRST LESSON  Genesis 2:18-25 

Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. While 

speaking of the unity of a man and a woman, the focus of this reading is on human 

community more broadly considered. Ultimately what unites the man and the woman is 

their common humanity. 
 

 The LORD God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; I will 

make him a helper as his partner." So out of the ground the LORD God formed 

every animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the 

man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called every living 

creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds 

of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found 

a helper as his partner. So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 

man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 

flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a 

woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, 

   "This at last is bone of my bones 

      and flesh of my flesh; 

   this one shall be called Woman, 

      for out of Man this one was taken." 

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they 

become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not 

ashamed. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON  Hebrews 2:1-13 

 Therefore we must pay greater attention to what we have heard, so that we 

do not drift away from it. For if the message declared through angels was 

valid, and every transgression or disobedience received a just penalty, how can 

we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? It was declared at first through 

the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who heard him, while God added 

his testimony by signs and wonders and various miracles, and by gifts of the 

Holy Spirit, distributed according to his will. 

 Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, 

to angels. But someone has testified somewhere, 
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 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

    or mortals, that you care for them? 

 You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 

    you have crowned them with glory and honor, 

 subjecting all things under their feet.” 

 Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their 

control. As it is, we do not yet see everything in subjection to them, 9 but we 

do see Jesus, who for a little while was made lower than the angels, now 

crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the 

grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in 

bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation 

perfect through sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are 

sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call 

them brothers and sisters, saying, 

 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,  

    in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 

 And again, 

 “I will put my trust in him.” 

 And again, 

 “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 
  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
 

GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in the 10th chapter of Mark, beginning at verse 

2.    Glory to You, O Lord. 
Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of God's surprising activity. These 

two Markan stories demonstrate this new reality: women and children are accepted and 

valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult men. 
 

 Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, "Is it lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife?" He answered them, "What did Moses command you?" They 

said, "Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her." 

But Jesus said to them, "Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this 

commandment for you. But from the beginning of creation, 'God made them male 

and female.'  'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined 

to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.' So they are no longer two, but 

one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate." 
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   Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to 

them, "Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against 

her; and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery." 

   People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; 

and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant 

and said to them, "Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to 

such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not 

receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it." And he took them 

up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

MESSAGE:  “So Many Questions” Mark 10:2-16 

 
Stand 
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HYMN “Love in Christ is Strong and Living” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 
 



10 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
  

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER    Stand 

 

 
 

 Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE PREFACE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
Sit 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 

person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 

free bread and grape juice are also available. 
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HYMN “Give Thanks, With a Grateful Heart” 

 
Stand 
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THE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  

 
 

 Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood. 

Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our pilgrimage that, on the day of His 

coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of  the 

Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.       Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Go, My Children, with My Blessing” 
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POSTLUDE   

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 

2005 by Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“Father Welcomes” Text and Tune: Robin Mann ©1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. All 

Rights Reserved. CCLI License #1534397. 

“Go, My Children, With My Blessing” Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda ©1983 Concordia 

Publishing House; Tune: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Reprinted under 

OneLicense.net A-703166. 

“Love in Christ Is Strong and Living”, Text by Dorothy R. Shultz, Tune by Ralph C. 

Shultz, © 1980 Concordia Publishing House 

Our Confession about Communion 

 
Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 
     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

 


