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This day invites the daughters and sons of the Reformation to celebrate the perennial 

source of reform in the church: the Word of God and the sacraments of forgiveness 

and new life. Indeed, when the church welcomes a new member in Holy Baptism or 

gathers around the table of Holy Communion, the Holy Spirit's reforming labor 

continues among us. 

   This is a day to acknowledge that our souls are captive to the Word of God, that we 

share the life of Christ with other Christians through Holy Baptism, and that we are 

urged by the Holy Spirit to pray for the ongoing renewal of the church in our day. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   
 

INVOCATION 
 

 In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES John 8:31–32 

 
 Jesus said, “If you abide in My word, 

 you are truly My disciples, 

 

 and you will know the truth, 

 and the truth will set you free.” 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION John 8:36 

 
 With humble hearts, let us approach our Father’s throne of grace. 

 

Silence to reflect on our sin and our need for the Savior 

 

 Together, we pray: 

 Gracious Father, because our entire lives are to be ones of 

repentance, we bow before You and confess our sins. We have 

turned away from the truth of Your Word, choosing to go our own 

way. By what we have thought, by what we have done, and by what 

we have failed to do, we have broken Your commands and are 

deserving of Your wrath and punishment. By the mercy of Christ, 

Your Son, set us free from our captivity. Enable us by Your Holy 

Spirit to live under You in Your kingdom and to serve You in 

everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Amen. 
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 Just as Christ is risen from the dead, He lives and reigns to all eternity! It is most 

certainly true that He died and rose again for you to make you right with God, to 

adopt you as children of the heavenly Father, and to set you free from sin and death. 

As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

 “So if the Son sets you free, 

 you will be free indeed!”  Amen. 
 

Stand 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

HYMN A Mighty Fortress is Our God 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and for 

the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord. 
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 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

  

 
HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 The Lord be with you.     And also with you.  
 Let us pray. 

 

 Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. 

 Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, 
 

 protect and deliver us in times of temptation, 

 defend us against all enemies, 
 

 and, through the abiding Word of Your Son, 

 set us free from our sin that we may know Your saving peace; 
 

 through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 
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FIRST LESSON  Romans 3:19-28 

Martin Luther and other leaders of the Reformation believed the heart of the gospel was 

found in these words of Paul written to the Romans. All people have sinned, but God offers 

forgiveness of sins through Christ Jesus. We are justified, or put right with God, through 

faith in Jesus. 
 

 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under 

the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 

accountable to God. For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by 

deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

   But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 

attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as 

a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as 

a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to 

show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over 

the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he 

himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

   Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by 

faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
 

GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in the 8th chapter of John, beginning at verse 31.  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

True freedom is not related to ethnic distinctions or social class. Only Jesus can free us from 

slavery to sin, and he does this through the truth of the gospel. 
 

 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, 

you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 

free." They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 

slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?" 

   Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 

to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a 

place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 
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  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
HYMN  Thy Strong Word   (v. 1,2,3) 
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Text and Setting: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, 

number 100012401. 

Tune: Public domain 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 
MESSAGE: “Forget the duck” John 8:31-36 
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HYMN  Thy Strong Word  (v. 4,5,6) 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 

 

    Lord Jesus, You have freed us from the captivity to sin and death, from the 

delusion of trying to earn and maintain our own righteousness, and from the 

chains of condemnation and fear. That is why we rejoice in Your Word: If the 

Son sets you free, 

  you will be free indeed! 

 

   Lord Jesus, only Your mercy and grace enable us to know, find, and live in the 

freedom of Your eternal Gospel. Send Your Spirit upon Your Church that we 

continue in the truths of the Reformation, and that, to all the peoples of the world, 

we proclaim this truth: If the Son sets you free, 

 you will be free indeed! 
 

 Lord Jesus, free us from self-centeredness and pride. Turn our focus toward You 

first in faith and then toward others in love. Bless all who serve You and others in 

their homes, in the church, in the workplace, and in our community to rejoice in 

knowing that if the Son sets you free, 

 you will be free indeed! 
 

 Lord Jesus, You proclaim freedom for the captives and recovery for those with 

infirmities. Grant Your healing, in both soul and body, to those we name before 

You, [especially . . .]. Rejoicing in Your healing touch, grant that all who receive 

Your Good News boldly say: If the Son sets you free, 

 you will be free indeed! 
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Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Lord Jesus, for these and all other concerns we have, please hear and answer our 

prayers according to Your gracious will 

 that we live each day in the freedom we have come to know. 

Amen. 
 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 
  
 

OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER     
 
Stand 
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 Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

THE LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 
Sit 
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THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 

person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 

free bread and grape juice are also available. 

 
HYMN Amazing Grace 

 

 
Stand 
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THE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER  

 
 

 Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a 

foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and 

blood. Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our pilgrimage that, on the 

day of His coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus 

Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.     

  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN  Lift Every Voice and Sing 
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POSTLUDE   
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________________________________________ 

 

 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 

by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 

2005 by Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God”, Text by Martin Luther; tr. Lutheran Book of 

Worship, 1978, Tune by Martin Luther, Setting by Johann Sebastian Bach, Text 

(English) © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. 

“Amazing Grace”, Text: John Newton, sts. 1-4, alt.: A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 

Richmond, Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, Setting: Joseph Herl, 

Text and Tune: Pubic Domain © 1991 Editorial Concordia, Setting: © 2006 

Concordia Publishing House 

“Lift Every Voice and Sing” Text: James W. Johnson. Music: J. Rosamond Johnson 

“Thy Strong Word” Text and Setting: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, number 100012401.Tune: Public domain. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

Our Confession about Communion 

 
Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 
     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 

 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us!



 
 


