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“Christ- Students- Community Coming Together”

CONCERT OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC – 7:00PM
ANNOUNCEMENTS

HYMN

“O

Come, All Ye Faithful”
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INVOCATION
In the name of the Father and of the ✠ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 9:selected verses
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light
shined.
For to us a child is born,

to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon His shoulder,

and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of His government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne
of David and over His kingdom,

to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.
HYMN OF PRAISE

“Joy

to the World” ELW 267
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SALUTATION
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, with joy we remember the time when Your love started to be visible in
the birth of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Strengthen our faith as He finishes His journey to rule our
hearts and minds as Savior and Lord today and always;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
sit

4

✠ LESSONS AND CAROLS ✠
LESSON Part 1: Prophecies of a Savior Isaiah 11:1, 4a; Numbers 24:15b, 17a;
Isaiah 7:14; Micah 5:2
Our gracious God did not become one of us unexpectedly; rather, through the
ages, He promised to enter human history to save us. Let us hear some of the
prophecies and respond in song.
Isaiah wrote about a descendant of Jesse, David’s father:
“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his
roots shall bear fruit. With righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth.”

HYMN “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” St. 1: LSB 359
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In Numbers, chapter 24, we read that the Savior would be royal.
“The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor, . . . I see Him, but not now; I behold Him,
but not near: a star shall come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel.”

HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” St. 1: LSB 357

Isaiah even wrote about our Lord’s virgin birth.
“The Lord Himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”
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HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come”

St. 1: LSB 332

Micah foretold where Jesus would be born.
“But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for Me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose origin is
from of old, from ancient days.”
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HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

St. 1: LSB 361

SPECIAL MUSIC
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”
English, Traditional, Daniela Cruz and Eduardo Farias
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LESSON Part 2: Love from Our Savior 1 John 4:7–9, 10–12, 15–16; Titus
2:11–14
It is not enough to look back at the historical fact of Jesus’ birth; today we
celebrate the love God showers on us daily, which we share, and about which we
sing in later stanzas of the same hymns.
In his First Epistle, John writes,
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been
born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God,
because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God
sent His only Son into the world, so that we might live through Him.”

HYMN “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”

St. 4: LSB 359

O Savior, child of Mary, Who felt our human woe;
O Savior, King of glory, Who dost our weakness know:
Bring us at length we pray To the bright courts of heaven,
And to the endless day.
John continues,
“In this is love, not that we have loved God but that He loved us and sent His Son to
be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love
one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and
His love is perfected in us.”

HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

St. 7: LSB 357

O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of humankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!
And John concludes,
“Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God.
So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love,
and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him.”

HYMN “Savior of the Nations, Come”

St. 7: LSB 332

From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides
Paul writes to Titus and us:
“For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to
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renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and
godly lives in the present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the
glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for us to redeem
us from all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession
who are zealous for good works.”

HYMN “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

Sts. 3–4: LSB 361

How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is giv’n!
So God imparts to human hearts The blessings of His Heav’n
No ear may hear His coming; But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him, still The dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide in us, Our Lord Immanuel!
stand

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD Luke 2:1–20
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came
for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped Him in
swaddling cloths and laid Him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.

HYMN “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”

St. 1: LSB 374
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And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory
of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all
the people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace among those with whom He is pleased!”

HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” St. 1, 2: LSB 380
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us

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the
saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering
them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
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HYMN “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”

St. 1, 4: LSB 366

SERMON: “From Start to Finish” Pastor Curt Dwyer
SPECIAL MUSIC
“The Snow Lay on the Ground, Venite Adoremus”
English, Traditional, Leo Sowerby…Choir
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CREED

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ✠ of the world to come. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
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✠ SACRAMENT ✠
PREFACE

2 Timothy 4:22

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, whose birth proclaims the fulfillment of Your promises and
makes visible Your love for us and all people. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

HYMN

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” tune: LSB 368 Angels We Have Heard on High

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God by highest hosts adored,
Heav’n and earth Your glory sing; With them we our praises
bring.
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Sing hosanna, saints above; With the angels, sing God’s love.
Blest is He, the coming One; God the Father’s only Son.
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.
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THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matthew 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Corinthians 11:23–25
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My ✠ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My ✠ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
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“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” LSB 393

17

“Away in a Manger” LSB 364
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COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you
would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC
“Children’s Song of the Nativity”
English, Traditional
✠CANDLELIGHTING✠
During the music, individual candles are lit from those of the candle bearers and on
through the congregation.
When all the candles are lit:

COLLECT
Let us pray.
O God, You make this most holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light.

Grant that as we have known the mysteries of that Light on
earth we may also come to the fullness of His joys in heaven;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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HYMN

“Silent Night”

LSB 363

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26
The blessing of God Almighty—the Father, the ✠ Son, and the Holy Spirit—be
with you and fill you with Christmas peace and joy, now and forever.

Amen.
Go in peace; serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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HYMN “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”
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LSB 386

POSTLUDE
“Personent Hodie”

arr. Gustav Holst

_____________________________________________________
Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted
by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House.
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright
2005 by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
“Joy to the World,” Text: Isaac Watts, Tune: George Frideric Handel, Text and
Music: Public Domain
“O Come, All Ye Faithful,” Text and Tune: John F. Wade
“Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming,” Text and Music: Public Domain
“Savior of the Nations, Come” Words: (sts. 1-2) Public Domain, (sts. 4-5, 8) © 1978
Concordia Publishing House, (sts. 3, 6-7) © 2006 Concordia Publishing House.
Music: Public Domain. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net
“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” Text: Phillips Brooks, Tune: Lewis H. Redner,
setting: Service Book and Hymnal
Text: James Pierce. Copyright © 2007 Concordia Publishing House.
All rights reserved. Used by permission .[Permission is granted to reproduce this text
for use until February 27, 2022. The above copyright notice must appear on
each reproduction.]
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Our Confession about Communion
Our Confession
1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real)
body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and
wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and
wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.
2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."
3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus
Christ and in our love for one another.
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:
a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and
Lord, and concur in our confession;
b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.
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