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WELCOME
PRELUDE
INVOCATION
Stand
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
Three Advent candles are lit.
Let us pray.
O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light that
shines in all the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray,
guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Amen.
LIGHT ONE CANDLE
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OPENING SENTENCES

Zephaniah 3:14a, 15b; 16b–17, 20

Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your
heart.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall never

again fear evil.
“Fear not, O Zion; let not your hands grow weak.
The LORD your God is in your midst, a

mighty one who will

save;
He will rejoice over you with gladness; He will quiet you by His love;

He will exult over you with loud singing.
I will bring you in, at the time when I gather you together; for I will make you
renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your
fortunes before your eyes,” says the LORD.

We worship You, O Lord!
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HYMN

SERVICE OF THE WORD
The Advent of Our King

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let
us pray to the Lord.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ,

People: we implore You to hear our prayers
and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation;

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
Sit

FIRST LESSON Zephaniah 3:14-20
The prophet Zephaniah's message is mostly one of judgment for sin. This reading, however,
which comes from the conclusion of the book, pictures the new people of God (3:12-13).
Judgment has brought repentance and salvation, and now is the time of celebration.

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
The LORD, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
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he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the LORD.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
SECOND LESSON Philippians 4:4-7
The theme of joy sounded in the first reading continues in Paul's confident words to the
Philippians. Although he writes from prison, Paul finds hope in the assurance that hearts
and minds are guarded securely by the peace of God.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness
be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about an ything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
Stand

6

GOSPEL
18.

The Gospel is written in the 7th chapter of Luke, beginning at verse

Glory to You, O Lord.

The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John summoned two
of his disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come,
or are we to wait for another?” When the men had come to him, they said, “John
the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to
wait for another?’” Jesus had just then cured many people of diseases, plagues,
and evil spirits, and had given sight to many who were blind. And he answered
them, “Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the
poor have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no
offense at me.”
When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the
wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look,
those who put on fine clothing and live in luxury are in royal palaces. What then
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is
the one about whom it is written,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’
I tell you, among those born of women no one is greater than John; yet the least in
the kingdom of God is greater than he.”
This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

7

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven,
And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come again to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
MESSAGE: Are You the One?
Stand
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HYMN Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

9

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.
Other prayers are inserted here. Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.” The prayers conclude:
Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Sit

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
OFFERING
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-8790989 and following the simple prompts.

PATAPAN- BURGUNDIAN
HANDBELL CHOIR
OFFERTORY SONG AND PRAYER
Stand
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Let us pray. Merciful Father,

we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious
love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
THE PREFACE
The Lord be with you.

Lift up your hearts.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is indeed right and salutary that we should ... and so we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the
language or version closest to your heart.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
THE LAMB OF GOD

Sit
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THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as
places open. The communion elements are individually packaged for each
person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten
free bread and grape juice are also available.

HYMN Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness

Stand
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THE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE AND PRAYER

Let us pray. Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a
foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.
Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our pilgrimage that, on the day of His
coming, we may, together with all your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.

Amen.
Go in peace; serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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CLOSING HYMN People Look East

POSTLUDE
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_________________________________________________
Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted
by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House.
The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright
2005 by Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
“The Advent of Our King,” Text: Charles Coffin, Tune: Aaron Williams; Text and
music: Public domain
“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers,” Text and tune: Public Domain, Setting © 2006
Concordia Publishing House
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness,” Text: Rusty Edwards © 1987 Hope
Publishing Company, Music, J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music
“People Look East,” Text: © 1931 Eleanor Farjeon, admin. David Hingham
Associates, Ltd., Arr. © Barry Rose, Music: French Carol
Our Confession about Communion
Our Confession
1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real)
body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and
wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and
wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins.
2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through
faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His
resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the
Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness."
3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus
Christ and in our love for one another.
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who:
a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of
the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and
Lord, and concur in our confession;
b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and
persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person.
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors.
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