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MARTIN LUTHER CHAPEL  
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

December 26, 2021 

8:30/10:30 a.m. 

PRELUDE 

 

INVOCATION 

 

CONFESSION (tune for "O Little Town of Bethlehem")   

      

 

 
 

ABSOLUTION (tune for "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice") 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

OPENING HYMN: Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
GREETING 
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KYRIE (tune for "Your Little Ones, Dear Lord") 

  

 
 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (tune for "Angels We Have Heard On High") 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

   Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your Son, Jesus, redeemer of the 

world. We pray that his birth as a human child will set us free from the old slavery 

of our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26  

Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His mother 

used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with 

her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and 

say, "May the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made 

to the LORD"; and then they would return to their home. 

Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and 

with the people. 

 

DOXOLOGY (tune for "Angels, from the Realms of Glory") 

  

 

 
 

SECOND LESSON:  Colossians 3:12-17 

As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in 

perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 

were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; 

teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing 

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

  



 5 

ALLELUIA ( tune for "Let Our Gladness Have No End") 

    

 

 
 

GOSPEL:  Luke 2: 22-40 

  When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the 

Lord, ñEvery firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lordò), and they offered 

a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ña pair of turtledoves or 

two young pigeons.ò 

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 

and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 

him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 

he had seen the Lordôs Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and 

when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 

law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 

 

ñMaster, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; 

for my eyes have seen your salvation, 

which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles 

and for glory to your people Israel.ò 

 

And the childôs father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then 

Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ñThis child is destined for the falling 

and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner 

thoughts of many will be revealedðand a sword will pierce your own soul too.ò 

There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a 

widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 

fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and 

to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
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When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 

Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 

wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

 

 

MESSAGE 

 

HYMN:  Holy Child Within the Manger   
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