MARTIN LUTHER CHAPEL
FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
December 26, 2021
8:30/10:30 a.m.
PRELUDE
INVOCATION
CONFESSION (tune for "O Little Town of Bethlehem")

ABSOLUTION (tune for "Good Christian Friends, Rejoice")
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SERVICE OF THE WORD
OPENING HYMN: Angels from the Realms of Glory

GREETING
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KYRIE (tune for "Your Little Ones, Dear Lord")

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS (tune for "Angels We Have Heard On High")
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty God, you have made yourself known in your Son, Jesus, redeemer of the
world. We pray that his birth as a human child will set us free from the old slavery
of our sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
FIRST LESSON: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. His mother
used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with
her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and
say, "May the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made
to the LORD"; and then they would return to their home.
Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and
with the people.
DOXOLOGY (tune for "Angels, from the Realms of Glory")

SECOND LESSON: Colossians 3:12-17
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint
against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in
perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you
were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;
teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
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ALLELUIA (tune for "Let Our Gladness Have No End")

GOSPEL: Luke 2: 22-40
When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the
Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered
a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or
two young pigeons.”
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the
law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling
and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was
of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as a
widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with
fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to praise God and
to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.
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When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

MESSAGE
HYMN: Holy Child Within the Manger

6

7

APOSTLES' CREED (spoken)

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: As the petitions of the prayer conclude with "Lord in
your mercy," the congregation responds "Hear our prayer."
SERVICE OF THE TABLE
THE OFFERING: We invite you to use the enclosed envelope for your offering.
Please complete the information sheet and hand it to the usher after the offering.
OFFERTORY VERSE: (tune and lyrics from "As With Gladness, Men of Old")
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (tune for "Adeste Fideles")

PREFACE
Thanks and praise be to You, our Father, almighty Creator, merciful Lord, God
of promise and fulfillment. Of old Your faithful people waited for the day of
Your visitation, manifest at last when the time had fully come and You sent
Jesus Christ, Your Son. Having seen His glory, now we wait for the day, when
He will come again as Judge and King. And so, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise Your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS (tune for "Hark! The Herald Angels Sing")
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THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD'S PRAYER (tune for "It Came Upon The Midnight Clear")

THE DISTRIBUTION
You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as places open.
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Hymn: Once in Royal David’s City
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Hymn: Go Tell It on the Mountain
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
Amen.
THE THANKSGIVING (tune for "From Heaven Above")
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THE BENEDICTION (tune for "Adeste Fideles")

POSTLUDE
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“Angels from the Realms of Glory,” Text: James Montgomery, Tune:
Henry T. Smart, Text and Music: Public Domain.
“Holy Child Within the Manger,” © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc., Text and
Music: Marty Haugen.
“Once in Royal David’s City,” Setting: © 1957 Novello & Company
Limit, London, UK., Text: Cecil F. Alexander, Tune: Henry J.
Gauntlett.
“Go Tell It on the Mountain,” Text and music: Public Domain
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