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WELCOME 

PRELUDE 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Stand  

INVOCATION       

 In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH One Advent candle is lit. 
 Let us pray. 

O Lord, let the lighting of this candle signify that You are the light that 

shines in all the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, 

guide us all to reflect Your light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

 Amen. 
 
LIGHT ONE CANDLE  

1 

Light one candle for hope, 

One bright candle for hope,  

He brings hope to ev’ry heart,  

He comes! He comes! 
 

2 

Light one candle for peace, 

One bright candle for peace,  

He brings peace to ev’ry 

heart,  

He comes! He comes! 

 

 

 

3 

Light one candle for joy, 

One bright candle for joy,  

Ev’ry nation will find 

salvation in Bethl’em’s baby 

boy! 
 

4 

Light one candle for love, 

One bright candle for love,  

He brings love to ev’ry heart,  

He comes! He comes!  

He brings love to ev’ry heart,  

He comes! He comes!

 

 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Malachi 3:1, 6; Luke 3:4; Philippians 1:6, adapt. 

 

 The LORD says, “Prepare the way of the Lord.” 

 We thank You, O Lord! 

 

 The LORD says, “The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, 

He is coming.” 

 We adore You, O Lord! 
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 The LORD says, “I the LORD do not change; therefore you are not consumed.” 

 We praise You, O Lord! 
 

 The LORD who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the 

day of Jesus Christ. 

 We worship You, O Lord! 
 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

HYMN: Prepare the Royal Highway 
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GREETING  

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 

KYRIE  

 

 
  

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  

 For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to 

the Lord. 

 
  

 Help, save, comfort and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY  

  The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 
  Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By 

his coming give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the 

darkness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  Amen. 



 
5 

Sit 

 

FIRST READING Malachi 3:1-7b 

The Lord announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like Malachi (his name means "my 

messenger") shall prepare a way for the sudden coming of the Lord, who will purify and 

refine God's people for the offering of pleasing sacrifices. 
 

 Behold, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord 

whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 

whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can 

endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier 

of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 

silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.Then the offering of 

Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 

former years. 

Then I will draw near to you for judgment; I will be swift to bear witness against the 

sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who 

oppress the hired workers in their wages, the widow and the orphan, against those 

who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts. 

 For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, have not perished. 

Ever since the days of your ancestors you have turned aside from my statutes and 

have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. 

But you say, “How shall we return?” 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING  Philippians 1:2-11 

Paul exhorts Christians to experience love that grows "richer in knowledge and insight of 

every kind" until the day of Christ Jesus. On that day, the good work begun in them will be 

flawless, a "full harvest of righteousness." 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I 

thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in 

every one of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel 

from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a 

good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It 

is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your 

heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my imprisonment 

and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how 

I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my 

prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full 

insight to help you to determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you 

may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that 

comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.   
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  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL  The Gospel is written in the 3rd chapter of Luke, beginning at 

verse 1.    Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high 

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 

in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 

words of the prophet Isaiah, 

   The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

   'Prepare the way of the Lord, 

      make his paths straight.' 

   'Every valley shall be filled, 

      and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

   and the crooked shall be made straight, 

      and the rough ways made smooth; 

   and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.' "  

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 

Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell 

you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax 
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is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is 

cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” In reply he said to them, 

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 

food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked 

him, “Teacher, what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the 

amount prescribed for you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” 

He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, 

and be satisfied with your wages.” As the people were filled with expectation, and 

all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 

Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one 

who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in 

his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. But 

Herod the ruler, who had been rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s 

wife, and because of all the evil things that Herod had done, added to them all by 

shutting up John in prison. 

 
  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
        the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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Sit 
 

MESSAGE: Semper Paratus 

 
Stand 
 

 

HYMN: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “Hear our prayer.”   

 

The prayers conclude: 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 

 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

 

Stand 

  Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have given us—

ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

PREFACE   

  The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 

name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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SANCTUS   

 

 

 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

  In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 

testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as 

often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD   

 

 

 

 
Sit 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 

person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 

free bread and grape juice are also available. 
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HYMN: Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 
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Stand 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in 

body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace.   Amen. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS   
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 Let us pray. 

   O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-

kindness sent your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for 

His sake You have given us pardon and peace in the Sacrament, and we ask 

You not to forsake Your children but always rule our hearts and minds by 

Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

   Amen. 
 

   Go in peace; serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God! 
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CLOSING HYMN: Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 
POSTLUDE 
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Our Confession about Communion 

 
Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 
     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 
 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 
     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

 


