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A fundamental decision is placed before us this day: Will we choose the way of 
blessing or the way of woe? The death and resurrection of Jesus is the pivot on 
which the decision turns. To be in Christ means that we get planted by streams of 
water and are rooted among those who thirst for God's reign. The eucharistic 
acclamation points the path to life: "Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come 
again." 
 
WELCOME 
 
PRELUDE   
Stand 

INVOCATION       
 In the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
 Amen. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 30:10; 43:3; Proverbs 4:18; Isaiah 2:5b 
 

  Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me! 
  O Lord, be my helper. 

 
   Send out Your light and Your truth; let them lead me; 
  let them bring me to Your holy hill and to Your dwelling! 

 
   The path of the righteous is like the light of dawn, 
  which shines brighter and brighter until full day. 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 Let us pray. Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid, cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and worthily magnify Your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

(Kneel/stand) 
 

  Assured of God’s great mercy, let us confess together that we, by our darkened, 
sinful nature, are estranged from God, and by our thoughts, words, and deeds have 
sinned and deserve His condemnation now and eternally. 

 Almighty God, we repent of our sins in thought and in word 
and in deed. Although we deserve Your just punishment, we ask 
for Your unmerited blessing. Be merciful to us and for the sake of 
Jesus grant us Your forgiveness so that, as Your redeemed people, 
we may be made bright by Your presence in our lives, joyfully 
serving You in time and through eternity. 
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  In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
HYMN Come Unto Me, Ye Weary 
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 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
 

 In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

  
 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
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 The Lord be with you.  And also with you.      
 Lord God, mercifully receive the prayers of your people. Help us to see and 

understand the things we ought to do, and give us grace and power to do them; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON  Jeremiah 17:5-10 

These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings 
contrasting two ways of life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is 
active in our life. Life without God brings a curse, the power of death. 

 
 Thus says the LORD: 

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 
   and make mere flesh their strength, 
   whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 
They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 
   and shall not see when relief comes. 
They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 
   in an uninhabited salt land. 
Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 
   whose trust is the LORD. 
They shall be like a tree planted by water, 
   sending out its roots by the stream. 
It shall not fear when heat comes, 
   and its leaves shall stay green; 
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in the year of drought it is not anxious, 
   and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
The heart is devious above all else; 
   it is perverse-- 
   who can understand it? 
I the LORD test the mind 
   and search the heart, 
to give to all according to their ways, 
   according to the fruit of their doings. 

 
  This is the Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND LESSON  1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has 
been raised, those who are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond 
death. 

 
 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you 

say there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection of the dead, 
then Christ has not been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, then our 
proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. We are even 
found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised 
Christ--whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if 
the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. If Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who 
have died in Christ have perished. If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, 
we are of all people most to be pitied. 
   But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 
have died. 

 
  This is the Word of the Lord. 
  Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 
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GOSPEL:    The Gospel is written in the 6th chapter of Luke, beginning at verse 
17.    Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature and 
demands of discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements about who 
is truly blessed in the eyes of God. 

 
 Jesus came down with the twelve and stood on a level place, with a great 

crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, 
and the coast of Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of 
their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And 
all in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and 
healed all of them. 
   Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
   "Blessed are you who are poor, 
      for yours is the kingdom of God. 
   "Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
      for you will be filled. 
   "Blessed are you who weep now, 
      for you will laugh. 
"Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, 
and defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for 
joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is what their ancestors did 
to the prophets. 
   "But woe to you who are rich, 
      for you have received your consolation. 
   "Woe to you who are full now, 
      for you will be hungry. 
   "Woe to you who are laughing now, 
      for you will mourn and weep. 
"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the 
false prophets." 

 
  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  Praise to You, O Christ. 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
        the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
MESSAGE: “Instant Gratification….or not” Luke 6:17-26 
 
Stand 
 
HYMN  Blest Are They 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 
according to their needs. 
 
Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 
which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 
your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-
0989 and following the simple prompts. 
 
OFFERTORY MUSIC 
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SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
Stand 

 

 

 

 
 
PREFACE 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
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 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 
from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 
language or version closest to your heart. 
 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 
person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 
free bread and grape juice are also available. 

 
HYMN Thy Word is a Lamp 
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Stand 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 
his grace.    Amen. 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT AND PRAYER 
 

 

 

 
 

 Let us pray.  Holy God, in this eucharist you reveal your faithfulness to us, 
your beloved children. Anoint us with your Spirit, that we may be signs of your 
grace and compassion for the world. Grant this through Christ our Lord.    
Amen. 
 

 May Christ, whose epiphany  revealed God's glory to the world, deepen your 
faith and make your hearts glad. Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever.  

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
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CLOSING HYMN  Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
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POSTLUDE 
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Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service has been granted 
by Augsburg-Fortress Publishing House. 

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 2005 by 
Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“Come Unto Me, Ye Weary,” Text and music: Public domain 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–5) and Tune: © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License .NET, number 100012401. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
Text and Music: © 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License .NET, number 100012401.; admin. EMI  Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License .NET, number 100012401. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” Words: Omer E. Westendorf © 1964 World Library 

Publications; Music: Public domain . All rights reserved. CCLI Lictense # 1534397. 
 

Our Confession about Communion 
 
Our Confession 
  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 
     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 
     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 
     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 
    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 
    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 
 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 
Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 
     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         
     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
 
Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
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