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It seems that much time is spent deciding which sins are worse and which sinners are 

worst. In the Gospel for today, Jesus is confronted with this question and turns it into a 

call for all sinners to repent. But this is not only a call to confess your sins, it is a call 

to turn away from those sins and become the fruitful trees of the Spirit’s planting. The 

call of the day is to repent and live the righteous life that flows from repentance and 

faith under the power of the Holy Spirit. Repentance always involves turning and this 

turn is away from sin and to life. 

 

WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE 

 

Stand 

INVOCATION 
 

 In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 The LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

 You are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with You. 

 Through the abundance of Your steadfast love, I will enter 

Your house. 
 

Silence for meditation and reflection. 

 

 Let us confess our sins to God our Father: 

 Almighty God, maker of all things and judge of all people, we 

poor sinners confess to You that we have turned away from You. 

We have not done the good You desire but have done the evil You 

forbid. We repent of all our sins of thought, word, and deed and 

pray for Your mercy for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Turn 

our hearts away from sin and its temptation and grant us by the 

Holy Spirit to serve You with all our heart, mind, body, and soul. 

In the holy name of Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
 

 Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His 

authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 
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 May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Amen. 
 

Stand 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 
HYMN Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 

 
  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
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  Kyrie Refrain 

 

 
  

Kyrie Verses (soloist or choir or pastor): 
1. Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations into the peace of God’s 

Kingdom. 

 (Congregation repeats Refrain above) 

2. You come in word and sacrament to strengthen us in holiness.   

 (Congregation repeats Refrain above) 

3. You will come in glory with salvation for your people.   

 (Congregation repeats Refrain above.) 
 

 GLORIA - Omitted during Lent 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 

  

 Eternal Lord, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, 

death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your Word and obey it, so that 

we become instruments of your redeeming love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

  Amen.  

Sit 

 

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 33:7-20 
 

  So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever 

you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say 

to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to 

warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, 

but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn 

from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 

their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 

 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our 

transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; 

how then can we live?” Say to them, As I live, says the Lord God, I have no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and 
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live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of 

Israel?  

 And you, mortal, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous 

shall not save them when they transgress; and as for the wickedness of the 

wicked, it shall not make them stumble when they turn from their wickedness; 

and the righteous shall not be able to live by their righteousness when they sin. 

Though I say to the righteous that they shall surely live, yet if they trust in their 

righteousness and commit iniquity, none of their righteous deeds shall be 

remembered; but in the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, 

though I say to the wicked, “You shall surely die,” yet if they turn from their sin 

and do what is lawful and right— if the wicked restore the pledge, give back 

what they have taken by robbery, and walk in the statutes of life, committing no 

iniquity—they shall surely live, they shall not die. None of the sins that they 

have committed shall be remembered against them; they have done what is 

lawful and right, they shall surely live. 

 Yet your people say, “The way of the Lord is not just,” when it is their 

own way that is not just. When the righteous turn from their righteousness, and 

commit iniquity, they shall die for it. And when the wicked turn from their 

wickedness, and do what is lawful and right, they shall live by it.  Yet you say, 

“The way of the Lord is not just.” O house of Israel, I will judge all of you 

according to your ways! 

 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Paul uses images from Hebrew story and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He is 

our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God's faithfulness. 
 

 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all 

under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in 

the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same 

spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the 

rock was Christ. Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they 

were struck down in the wilderness. 

   Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as 

they did. Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, "The people 

sat down to eat and drink, and they rose up to play." We must not indulge in sexual 

immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We 

must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 

And do not complain as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 

These things happened to them to serve as an example, and they were written down 

to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come. So if you think you are 

standing, watch out that you do not fall. No testing has overtaken you that is not 

common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your 

strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be 

able to endure it. 
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  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
ALLELUIA - Omitted during Lent 
 

  The Holy Gospel according to Luke,  Chapter 13th, beginning at verse 1.   

  Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus addresses the age-old question of whether people deserve the seemingly random 

calamities that happen to them. The short answer is no. But the key to our peace is using the 

present moment to throw ourselves upon God's grace. 
 

 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose 

blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. Jesus asked them, "Do you think that 

because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other 

Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or 

those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them-- do you think 

that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; 

but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did." 

   Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 

looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three 

years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! 

Why should it be wasting the soil?' He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until 

I dig around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if 

not, you can cut it down.' " 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CREED   

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
        the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body, 

      and the life everlasting.  Amen 

Sit 
 

MESSAGE: “The Day Before,” Luke 13:1-9 
 

Stand 
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HYMN Great Is Thy Faithfulness  



9 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

  Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SERVICE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
OFFERING *You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 

517-879-0989 and following the simple prompts. 
 

Stand 
 

   Let us pray. Merciful Father, 

 we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given 

us—ourselves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your 

gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered 

himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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 It is our duty and delight...  

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people from 

many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
 

     

    

 
 
      Pastor, soloist or choir: 
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Sit 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION: You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 

person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 

free bread and grape juice are also available. 

 
HYMN Jesus, Still Lead On  

 

 

 

 
 

 
Stand 
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THE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
 

 Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 

through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you 

would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith towards you and in fervent love 

toward one another; for that sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. 

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

HYMN Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer  
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POSTLUDE 
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----- The liturgy is ended; let the service begin ----- 
 

Music by Marty Haugen 

Copied and reformatted from Ritual Song  

Copyright © GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago.  Used with permission. 

The propers of the service are reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 

2005 by Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” Words: Thomas O. Chisholm © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope 

Publishing Company.; Music: William M. Runyan © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope 

Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicens.net A-703166. 

“Jesus, Still Lead On,” Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, Tune: Adam Drese 
 

 

Our Confession about Communion 

 

Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 

     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 
     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 

 
 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 

    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 
    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 

 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 
    Christ and in our love for one another. 

 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 
   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 

     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  
   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         

     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 

 

 


