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The Lenten preparation is almost at an end. Something new is about to happen! 

Mary's act of anointing Jesus is extravagant, but when we know that grace has come 

to us, it is time for lavishness. Our old values get rearranged when we realize how 

deeply we are loved. 
 

WELCOME 
 

PRELUDE   

Stand 

INVOCATION       
 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit . 

 Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 

your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.     Amen. 
 

WORDS OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/ Remain Standing 

 Most merciful God,  

 We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free 

ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

 Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his 

sake, forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

 

HYMN Savior, When in Dust to Thee 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.    And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

  
 For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God and    

 for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

  
 For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let 

 us pray to the Lord. 

  

 Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

  
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

      
 Almighty God, our redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to be your 

 messengers of forgiveness and hope in the world. Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 

 that we may follow your commands and proclaim your reign of love; through 

 your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

 Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 43:16-21 

This prophet of the exile declares that long ago the Lord performed mighty deeds and 

delivered Israel from Egyptian bondage. Now, the Lord is about to perform another act of 

deliverance. This salvation leads the people to praise God. 
 

 Thus says the LORD, 

   who makes a way in the sea, 

   a path in the mighty waters, 

who brings out chariot and horse, 

   army and warrior; 

they lie down, they cannot rise, 
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   they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

Do not remember the former things, 

   or consider the things of old. 

I am about to do a new thing; 

   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

   and rivers in the desert. 

The wild animals will honor me, 

   the jackals and the ostriches; 

for I give water in the wilderness, 

   rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people, 

   the people whom I formed for myself 

so that they might declare my praise. 
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 

 
SECOND LESSON Philippians 3:4b-14 

Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could give 

him more reason than most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. But the 

overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul to a new set of values. 
 

 If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 

circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 

   Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of  

Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing 

value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss 

of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and 

be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 

law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 

based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the 

sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may 

attain the resurrection from the dead. 

   Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal but I 

press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 

Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own but this one thing I do: 

forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on 

toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  
 

  This is the Word of the Lord. 

  Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL    The Gospel is written in the 12th chapter of John, beginning at verse 1  

  Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

Judas misunderstands Mary's extravagant act of anointing Jesus' feet with a costly perfume. 

Jesus recognizes the true significance of her beautiful expression of love and commitment 

as an anticipation of his burial. 
 

 Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, 

whom he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha 

served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of 

costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her 

hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, 

one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, "Why was this 

perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?" (He 

said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept 

the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, "Leave her 

alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always 

have the poor with you, but you do not always have me." 
 

  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
   And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
         was crucified, died, and was buried. 
        He descended into hell. 
        The third day He rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended into heaven, 
         And sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
        From thence He will come again to judge the living and  
    the dead. 
    I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, 
        the forgiveness of sins, 
        the resurrection of the body, 
        and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
Sit 

 

MESSAGE:  “The Prodigal Woman” John 12:1-11 
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Stand 

HYMN  What Wondrous Love Is This 
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

Other prayers are inserted here.  Each petition ends with “Lord, in your mercy,” to 

which the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.”  The prayers conclude: 
 

 Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Sit 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

OFFERING 
*You may give an offering on your smartphone by texting the amount to 517-879-

0989 and following the simple prompts. 

 
SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT 

Stand 
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PREFACE 

 The Lord be with you. 

 
 Lift up your hearts. 

  
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

 It is indeed right and salutary that we should ...  and so we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

 

 

 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Recognizing that the church, and this congregation, are comprised of people 

from many cultures, languages, and backgrounds, please speak this prayer in the 

language or version closest to your heart. 

 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

 us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 

 forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

 temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 

 

 

 

Sit 

THE DISTRIBUTION You are invited to approach the altar when you are ready, as 

places open.  The communion elements are individually packaged for each 

person. The bread is in one end of the chalice, the wine is in the other. Gluten 

free bread and grape juice are also available. 

 
HYMN I Love to Tell the Story 
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Stand 
 

 The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.    Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 Let us pray.  God our strength, in this holy meal you spread a table with the 

richest of food; you send rivers in the desert. May the life you give us in this 

feast so nourish us that our own lives may extend your welcome to all; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen. 
 

 The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you 

And be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  

  Amen. 
 

 Go in peace; serve the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 
 

 
CLOSING HYMN My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less 
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POSTLUDE  

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Permission to reproduce and reformat the Ordinary of the service granted by Augsburg-Fortress 
Publishing House. 

The propers of the service reprinted from “Words for Worship” (CD), copyright 2005 by Augsburg 

Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
“I love to Tell the Story” Text: Katherine Hankey. Tune: William E. Fischer. ©1994 Lorenz Publishing 

Company. All Rights Reserved. CCLI License #1534397 

 

Our Confession about Communion 
 

Our Confession 

  1. Holy Communion is a divinely instituted act in which Jesus Christ gives His true (real) 
     body and blood under the forms of bread and wine. We thus hold that the bread and 

     wine are not mere symbols of Jesus' body and blood. When we receive the bread and 

     wine we receive in fact the body and blood of Christ for the forgiveness of sins. 
 

 2. We believe that Communion is a celebration of this forgiveness which comes to us through 

    faith as we eat and drink. In communion we remember our Lord's passion and death, His 
    resurrection and ascension, and the promise of His coming again. Communion is truly the 

    Gospel made visible, and is offered for those who "hunger and thirst after righteousness." 
 

 3. We believe that as we eat and drink this Supper we are strengthened in our faith in Jesus 

    Christ and in our love for one another. 
 

Therefore, we invite to the Lord's Table all who: 

   a. have been instructed in the meaning of Communion; have been baptized in the name of 
     the Triune God; have received Jesus Christ as their own personal and living Savior and 

     Lord, and concur in our confession;  

   b. are not living in open rebellion against the Word of God, and do not hold willful and         
     persistent form of hatred, resentment or anger against any other person. 
 

Those who have questions about communion are welcome to talk to one of the Pastors. 
 


